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|A REFUGEE child in the camp at the Greek/Macedonian border 


REASONS 
TQ OPEN 
BORDERS 
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SOME 10,000 refugee children have 
disappeared, potentially into exploi- 
tation and abuse, due to Britain’s 
“deplorable” refusal to let them in. 

A damning report by the House of 
Lords European Union (EU) Commit- 
tee slammed the Tories’ border policy 
on Tuesday. 

It accused EU countries of playing 
“pass the parcel” with child refugees, 
treating them as “somebody else’s prob- 


They are forced into “deplorable and 
squalid” conditions—particularly in 
camps near Britain’s border in northern 
France. 

The largest in Calais is now as big as 
it’s ever been with a population of more 
than 7,000. At least two people died 
there in the last week. 


Authorities 
The Lords report found a “wealth of evi- 
dence” of a culture of disbelief from Brit- 
ish authorities. 

Child refugees are assumed to be lying 
about their age or their circumstances. 
Some 127 minors—some as young as 
14—were wrongly classed as adults. 

Many are held in “scary” and “distress- 
ing” detention centres. 

The Tories have so far allowed in just 
20 migrant children under a new law 
passed in May after mass campaigning. 

Theresa May this week axed the posi- 
tion of minister for Syrian refugees cre- 
ated less than a year ago. 

Ending the horrific plight of refugees 
means forcing the Tories to open the 
border and let them in safely. 


ZERO HOURS 


The KFC colonel’s 
finger lickin’ jobs 
lies exposed 


FAST FOOD chain KFC says its 
restaurants no longer use zero 
hours contracts. But Socialist 
Worker can reveal that one of 
its biggest franchisees does. 

Workers’ testimonies and 
documents seen by Socialist 
Worker prove the hated 
contracts are still in use. 

Fast food workers are 
campaigning to scrap them. 


————SSE eee 
GERMANY 


Migration is not 
to blame for 
terror attacks 


RACISTS AND right wing 
politicians have seized 
on a series of attacks 

in Germany to whip up 
hostility to refugees. 

Yet by far the worst, a 
mass shooting in Munich, 
was by a German who 
targeted immigrants. 
Anti-racists in Germany are 
opposing the scapegoating. 


SSS Sy 
SOUTH CHINA SEA 


Could island Strife 
lead us into a new 
world war? 


A RULING in The Hague has 
intensified a dispute over 
China’s territorial claims 

in the South China Sea. 

The US sent warships 
which Chinese warplanes flew 
over. China is building island 
bases and the US is ramping 
up its military presence. 
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the THOUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘You are all 
wearing wall 
to wall fucking 


Primark’ 


Charmer Bob Geldof attacks 
fans at a music festival in 
Brentwood, Essex 


“We are mega. 
And you are 
Brentwood’ 

Geldof again 
‘It’s a shit office’ 

A ‘Commons veteran’ on the 


new office allocated to George 
Osborne 


‘Her love of heels 
has been seen as 


an asset’ 


The Daily Mail is still on about 
Theresa May’s shoes 


‘Unacceptable 
face of 
capitalism’ 


An MPs’ report on disgraced 
billionaire Sir Philip Green 


‘He’s far too 
spoilt’ 


Prince William states the 
obvious about prince George 


‘| know at least 
one of themis 
mine because my 
mam joined to 
vote for me!’ 


Owen Smith thinks one of the 
183,000 people who joined the 
Labour Party will vote for him. 
His mother was unavailable 
for comment as Troublemaker 
went to press 


PR WAAL? 
sHifman — 
SCZEM4 coRe Ye 
GoM BEARDIES! 
— ST <AYIN. 
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Thatchers cosy corruption 
to be kept secret indefinitely 


TORY CORRUPTION is to be 
kept secret. Two files entitled 
“Cementation contract: Mark 
Thatcher and the Omanis” are 
listed as being “retained” for 
65 years. Two others were “tempo- 
rarily retained” with no release date. 

Under public records legislation, offi- 
cial files are released to the National 
Archives after 20 years. 

Last year the Cabinet Office chose not 
to fully release government files for the 
first time in 50 years. That seems to now 
have become the tradition. 

The decision not to release the files 
was taken by John Whittingdale—who 
coincidently was an aid to Margaret 
Thatcher at the time the files were 
produced. 

The £300 million business deal 
was for property firm Cementation 
International—for which Mark Thatcher 
worked as a consultant—to build a uni- 
versity in Oman. 

Other bidders complained that 
Thatcher used her influence with the 
Sultan of Oman. Her private secretary 


MARK THATCHER 


at the time said her conduct had a “whiff 

of corruption”. 
The files 

allegations”. 
This is probably the al-Yamamah 


mentioned “other 


THE TABLOIDS were last week full of 
pictures of a child as he turned three. 


Not really news, you say? 
Except this was the second- 
to-latest royal scrounger. 


Unfortunately one of the pictures led 
to a number of calls for prince George 
to be sent to jail for animal cruelty. 

It showed him feeding his dog a 
chocolate covered ice cream! 


Government lied 
over Yemen bombs 


arms deal. Mark Thatcher received up to 
£12 million commission for his role in 
the al-Yamamah arms-for-oil deal with 
Saudi Arabia, signed in 1985. 

In 2005 Mark Thatcher was con- 
victed and given a four-year suspended 
jail sentence and a fine in South Africa 
for his part in an attempted coup in 
Equatorial Guinea. 

Among the other files listed as being 
retained is a series of Number 10 papers 
about the royal family. 

The secret files include one enti- 
tled “Career of Prince Andrew Duke of 
York” and another entitled “The Prince 
of Wales’ Special Projects Unit”. 

Also held back is a series of files 
relating to the Spycatcher case, which 
concerned the government’s efforts to 
suppress the memoirs of the former MI5 
officer Peter Wright. 

They did release a document 
that showed that in 1983 Margaret 
Thatcher’s aides wanted to publish pic- 
tures of nine month old Prince William 
to distract media attention away from a 
huge CND protest. 


EX-DAILY Telegraph newspaper 
owner Conrad Black has called 
thuggish racist Donald Trump 

a “great public figure”. It’s no 
surprise. Trump called for police 
profiling of Muslims following the 
homophobic killings in Orlando. 
Black approved. “The perpetrators 
of these acts rarely surprise us by 
their appearance,” he said. 


Daily Mail uncovers 
a huge extreme left 


MINISTERS have 
repeatedly misled 
parliament over Saudi 
Arabian forces’ use of 
British-made cluster 
bombs in Yemen. 

Foreign Office minister 
Tobias Ellwood admitted 
the “misleading” last 
week-—coincidentally 
on the last day of 
parliamentary sitting. 

He issued “corrections” 
to six statements the 
department had made 
on the Yemen crisis over 
the past six months. 

One statement said 
ministers had “assessed 
that there has not been 
a breach of international 
humanitarian law 
by the coalition”. 

The correction made 


clear this should have 
said, “We have been 
unable to assess that 
there has been a 
breach of international 
humanitarian law by the 
Saudi-led coalition.” 
The United Nations 
last month reported 
that this “coalition” had 
killed over 500 children 
in Yemen over one year. 


Worried about how 
David Cameron 
will make ends meet 
after resigning as 
prime minister? 
Don’t worry—his 
memoirs are on the way! 


GOOD NEWS! It seems 
the radical left is much, 
much bigger than 
Socialist Worker readers 
may have realised. A 
Daily Mail newspaper 
article last week whined 
about the Labour 
leadership election. 

It pointed out that 
people can pay £25 to 
become a registered 
supporter of Labour 
and get a vote in the 
leadership election. 

“More than 180,000 
people have done so, 
sparking fears that 
the extreme left is 
attempting to flood 
the vote,” it said. 


BUT THEN again 
maybe the Daily 
Mail isn’t always the 
most reliable source. 
A “correction” 
in Monday’s issue 
apologised for referring 
to the Joseph Rowntree 
Charitable Trust (JRCT) 
as a “pro-terrorist 
charity” in a headline. 
“We are happy to 
make clear that the JRCT 
does not support or fund 
terrorism,” it admitted. 


Tobias Ellwood | a exere| Rowntree—terrorist? __| 
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Tories 
consider 
Orgreave 


CAMPAIGNERS hailed a 
breakthrough last week 
after home secretary 
Amber Rudd agreed to 
meet a delegation from 
the Orgreave Truth and 
Justice Campaign (OTJC) 
in September. 

The OTJC is calling for 
a public inquiry into the 
Battle of Orgreave, which 
took place on 18 June 
1984. 

Police attacked striking 
miners picketing a 
coking plant in Orgreave, 
Sheffield, then tried to 
frame several miners for 
riot. 

Rudd said she would 
consider the possibility 
of an inquiry over the 
summer. 


MPs—‘we’re 
not lazy, we’re 
against sexism’ 


A REPORT on tackling 
sexism at Westminster 
was published last week. 
Ingeniously it found 
a way of recommending 
MPs work even less in the 
name of helping women. 
It recommended a four- 
day week so MPs could 
“spend more time with 
their children”. 
These are the same 
MPs who have over 
15 weeks holiday a year. 
Concern about working 
hours keeping parents 
from their children doesn’t 
extend to the rest of us. 


NEWS 2 


Black Lives activists defy 
cops and plan for Carnival 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


THE BLACK Lives Matter (BLM) 
movement in Britain took a signifi- 
cant step forward last Wednesday 
when over 100 people met at an 
east London mosque. 

The meeting at Shacklewell Lane 
mosque was called to discuss ways 
of forming a national organisation. 
Activists in other parts of Britain have 
begun organising BLM groups. 

People travelled to the meeting 
from across London and the south of 
England. 

The debate and contributions 
carried on for three hours as people 
discussed everything from trade 
unions and financing the campaign 
to music and culture. 

People shared their stories of 
police brutality and racism. 

One family told about how they 
are still fighting for justice after many 
years. 

Dwain Mae told Socialist Worker, 
“You may not have the law’s backing 
but, at the end of the day, knowledge 
is power.” 

Andrea Mae agreed, “We have to 
take them down.” 


Message 

Other people talked about practical 
next steps such as taking a radical 
message of resistance to the Notting 
Hill Carnival in London on the late 
August bank holiday. 

Weyman Bennett from the Socialist 
Workers Party argued, “We need to 
take over part of Carnival with Black 
Lives Matter. 

“When I was young, the police 
didn’t tell us when carnival finished, 
we told them. We need to take it 
back.” 

Harold from south London agreed. 
“We want to reclaim Notting Hill 
from Tories, such as David Cameron 
who lives there,” he said. 

Other people argued that the 


The meeting in London 


@Donate to Black Lives Matter 
campaign at bit.ly/29YhBCp 


@Go to blacklivesmatteruk.com 
for updates, including a model 


motion for trade union branches 
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campaign’s focus should be on sup- 
porting black-owned businesses. 
Another key argument was whether 
or not the campaign should meet 
with the police. 

Not all of these arguments were 
resolved at the meeting. 

The continuing debate is a 
reflection of the breadth of the move- 
ment. Ideas will be tested out and 
clarified in practice as the campaign 
continues. 

Speaking to Socialist Worker after 
the meeting one of the organisers, 
Capres Turner, said, “It was very con- 
structive. Now we have solid ideas to 
take forward. More people are get- 
ting involved in organising things 
and the ball is rolling.” 

A sign of how seriously the police 
are taking BLM was given when two 


PROTESTERS IN Sheffield on Friday of last week 


Picture: NeiL TERRY 


Met Police commanders turned up at 
the end of the meeting to talk to the 
organisers. They wanted to organise 
a meeting between BLM and the Met. 

The police wanted BLM to 
condemn young people defending 
themselves from police the previous 
night in Hyde Park and Stamford Hill. 

The organisers refused this kind 
offer. 

Meanwhile Black Lives Matter 
demonstrations continue. Hundreds 
turned out in Sheffield on Friday 
of last week. Protesters were set to 
gather this Friday at 6:30pm in cen- 
tral London’s Oxford Circus. 


¥W) What’s your story? 


Email with your ideas 
reports @socialistworker.co.uk 


Migrant oil workers strike 


MIGRANT workers at Fawley oil 
refinery in Southampton were set 
to strike on Wednesday against 
discrimination that sees them paid 
less than British workers. 

The workers are around 
20 specialists employed by 
contractor Nico to clean catalyst 
convertor tanks in the Esso refinery. 


Employees 
They are mainly Bulgarians and 
Italians. 

The site’s other 270 workers, and 
Nico’s British employees, are paid 
£125 a day. 

The strikers get around a third of 
this agreed rate—just £45 a day. 

They are members of the Unite 
union and previously struck on 


Thursday 14 July. Unite regional 
officer Malcolm Bonnett said, 
“We have held talks with the 
management, but the bosses have 
dug their heels in. 

“It is completely unacceptable 
that foreign workers are being paid 
half that of British workers. 

“They are either working for Nico 
or for other contractors across the 
site. 

“We are not going to stand by and 
allow this blatant exploitation to 
continue. 

“This management is hell-bent on 
a race to the bottom when it comes 
to wages.” 

Send messages of support to 


malcolm.bonnett@unitetheunion.org or 
07958624506 
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Honda hit 
by wildcat 
walkout 


WORKERS AT the Honda 
car factory in Swindon 
walked out at lunchtime on 
Friday of last week, bringing 
production to a halt. 

A 12 noon finish had been 
agreed but managers wanted 
to extend it to 1.15pm. 

So around 60 downed 
tools and walked out, defying 
threats of disciplinary action. 

The rest were then told 
they could leave since 


Workers leave the plant 


production was stopped 
anyway. 

A worker leaving the plant 
said, “They said if anyone 
goes they would be punished, 
but they changed their mind 
when the union got involved.” 

It came amid growing 
tension between workers and 
bosses at the plant. 

The Unite union says 
workers have had to fight 
for overtime payments and 
access to drinking water. 

It also said it had been 
obstructed from representing 
them at disciplinaries. 

The worker said, “A 
major concern is the style 
of management to try and 
force people, to threaten 
them. This is one of many 
examples and there is a lot 
of unhappiness on the shop 
floor.” 

Congratulations to the 
Honda workers. We need 
more such struggles. 


Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Cabinet full of bankers, 


bullies and crooks 
bit.ly/2a5uptU 


Do we say ‘class first, 


race later’? 
bit.ly/2a6vEam 
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didn’t cause 
the attacks 
in Germany 


Refugees are being scapegoated for 
a series of attacks in Germany last 
week, reports Dave Sewell 


RACISTS AND right wing poli- 
ticians have seized on a series 
of deadly attacks in Germany to 
attack the “culture of welcome” 
for refugees. 

A rejected Syrian asylum 
seeker let off a bomb near a 
music festival in Ansbach in the 
state of Bavaria last Sunday. 
He killed himself and injured 
12 others. 

Bavarian Tory interior minister 
Joachim Herrmann said the next 
day, “It is very obvious that there 
has been a real Islamist suicide 
attack here. The obvious intent to 
kill more people at least indicates 
an Islamist background.” 

Police pointed out that this was 
“pure speculation”. Hermann also 
pledged to push for tougher depor- 
tation rules. 

The perpetrator had been denied 
asylum a year ago, but was not 
deported back to Syria due to its 
civil war. He had been set for depor- 
tation to Bulgaria. 

The bombing was the fourth 
high-profile attack in Germany in 
less than a week. 

Several involved refugees, but 
these attacks had little in common. 

An Afghan asylum seeker who 
arrived in Germany as an unaccom- 
panied minor wounded five people 
on a train last Monday. 

He shouted “Allahu Akbar” and 
allegedly had a handpainted Isis 
flag in his room. 


Appeared 
Then a Syrian asylum seeker killed a 
woman with a machete on Sunday. 

Police said he appeared to have 
known his victim, and there was no 
link to terror. 

Ukip’s defence spokesperson 
Mike Hookem said German chan- 
cellor Angela Merkel had “blood on 
her hands” for letting refugees into 
the country. 

By far the worst attack was a 
shooting spree that killed nine 
people—mostly teenagers—in the 
Bavarian city of Munich last Friday. 

But it caught out those who 
jumped on it to stir up Islamophobia. 

Maximilian Krah, a politician 


BACK STORY 


There were four high-profile 
attacks in Germany last week 


@Racists seized on the attacks to 
attack migrants, as some of them 
involved refugees 


@Racists also blamed refugees 
for horrific attacks on women in 
the German city of Cologne 

last year 

@The anti-migrant AfD party 
made a breakthrough in 
elections last March 


@lt came after many refugees 
fled to Germany last summer 


in the conservative CDU party in 
Munich, said, “This must be a turn- 
ing point. 

“The culture of welcome is 
deadly. This is about our country!” 

But the killer, David Ali Sonboly, 
grew up in Germany and targeted 
victims of Arabic or Turkish descent. 

When someone shouted at him 
“fucking foreigner” he responded “I 
am German”. 

Sonboly had a book and a 
reported fixation on mass school 
shootings in the US. It follows simi- 
lar mass shootings in Germany in 
2009 and 2002. 

He also had a fixation on fas- 
cist murderer Anders Breivik, who 
killed 77 people on the Norwegian 
island of Utoya in 2011. 

He set his profile picture on an 
online messaging service to Breivik’s 
photo, and timed his attack for the 
anniversary of the Utoya massacre. 

The Munich branch of left party 
Die Linke condemned xenophobia 
in a statement. 

Die Linke chair Bernd Riexinger 
slammed German interior minister 
Thomas de Maiziere as an “irrever- 
ent opportunist” for putting soldiers 
on the streets. “Therapists and edu- 
cators prevent shooting sprees—not 
soldiers,” he tweeted. 


On other pages... 
Ly, Airstrikes kill hundreds of Syrian 


civillians >>Page 8 


MOURNING THE victims of the shooting in Munich 


What really lies behind the violence? 


THE FACTORS that drive people 
to violence and desperation are 
complex. But they are rooted in 
a capitalist society that is deeply 
alienating and permeated by 
racism. 

The Ansbach bomber was 
already known to police for 
several suicide attempts and 
drug use. 


Deportation 
He faced the threat of imminent 
deportation. 

Sonboly, of Iranian origin, was 
reportedly made insecure about 
his heritage. 

The attacker on the train 
spent his childhood in a country 
made into a warzone by the 
West’s invasion. 


FIGURE IT OUT 


1,321,560 


Number of asylum claims made 
in the European Union last year 


476,000 


Number of asylum claims made 
in Germany that year 


1,000 


Number of attacks on 
accommodation for asylum 
seekers in Germany that year— 
including arson attacks 


Millions of ordinary Germans 
have actively welcomed 
refugees. 

But there is also widespread 
racism including Islamophobic 
marches and arson attacks on 
refugee shelters. 


Forced 

European Union policies have 
forced refugees to risk their lives 
travelling to Europe. 

These policies often leave 
them deep in debt to ruthless 
traffickers. 

More scapegoating and 
policing will only make things 
worse. 

We must stand firm and 
united against those who try to 
turn tragedy into racism. 


Merke 


David Ali Sonboly 


no friend of refugees 


GERMAN chancellor 
Angela Merkel’s 
conservative 
government is playing 
a double game. 

Faced with the mass 
movement of refugees 
and widespread 
public sympathy last 
year, Merkel took the 
tactical decision to let 
them in. 

Merkel has since 
faced repeated calls to 
resign from the racist 
right. 


Angela Merkel 


Yet Merkel is no 
friend of refugees. 
After years as one 


of the key figures in 
Fortress Europe, she 
is now trying to make 
sure that last year’s 
arrivals are a one-off. 

And faced with 
electoral challenges 
from the far right AfD 
party she has made 
concessions to the 
racists. 

For example she 
has agreed that “In 
part, the refugee flow 
was even used to 
smuggle terrorists.” 


IN BRIEF 


Library cuts revolt spreads 
throughout south London 


LIBRARY campaigners 
blocked roads and 
library entrances to 
prevent the books 
being removed from 
three of Lambeth’s 
closed libraries in 
south London last 
Saturday. 

The action was 
part of a long-running 
campaign against the 
Labour-run council’s 
axing of library 
services. 

Nursery children 
were turned away 
from Waterloo Library 
after the council 
closed it a day early. 

When removal 
vans turned up to get 
rid of the books the 
campaign organised 
pickets to stop them. 

Council bosses had 
to resort to sneaking 
around in the dead of 
night to remove the 
books on Sunday. But 
Lambeth is not the 
only council facing 
resistance. 


Blocking the removal 


Last week library 
workers in Lewisham, 
south east London, 
struck in defence of 
local libraries. 

The Unison union 
members oppose the 
Labour council’s plans 
to close four libraries. 

The Unite union 
struck against the 
Labour council's 
closure of Greenwich’s 
mobile library service. 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


And hundreds also 
marched through 
Bromley against Tory 
council library cuts 
(see page 18). 
Unions should 
strike together and 
call on the new 
London mayor, 
Labour's Sadiq Khan, 
to stand against cuts 
to library services 
across the capital. 
Raymie Kiernan 


Striking cleaners sweep to 


WORKERS AT 100 
Wood Street in the 
City of London won a 
significant victory last 
Wednesday. 

Bosses Thames 
Cleaning backed down 
and offered them the 
London Living Wage 
of £9.40 an hour. 

The building 
houses the offices 

of JP Morgan and 
Goldman Sachs, huge 
multinational banks. 
Yet cleaners were on 
poverty wages. 
Thames Cleaning 
has not yet backed 
down over its decision 


a 
Striking cleaner Victor 


to sack over half of 
the cleaners. Because 
of this, workers are 
staying out until 
their colleagues are 
reinstated. 

Victor, one of the 


striking cleaners, said, 
“This is a great victory 
but we will continue 
to fight for our cause, 
until they reinstate 
our colleagues and 
recognise our union. 

The workers have 
been out for over 
50 days, making this 
the longest strike in 
the City of London. 

They have not 
given any ground to 
the bosses. 

“We're not tired or 
afraid of anyone or 
anything,” said Victor. 
“Unity brings victory— 
and we will win.” 


Doncaster campaign wins 


WOMEN’S Lives 
Matter campaigners 
who fought to defend 
domestic violence 
(DV) services in 
Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire, are 
celebrating after 
winning council 
funding for a new 
service. 

Activists had called 
on Doncaster council 
to fund DV services 
after the closure of 
Doncaster Women’s 


Aid was announced 
earlier this year. 

The council has 
now awarded a 
£30,000 grant so that 
a new service, South 
Yorkshire Women’s 
Aid (Doncaster), can 
open in September. 

Campaigner Louise 
Harrison told Socialist 
Worker it was a “really 
big victory”. 

She said, “It’s 
wonderful. Some 
people just blame the 


Tories for cuts and 
say there’s nothing we 
can do. 

“But we’ve won 
funding for a service 
from a Labour 
council.” 

Newcastle Women’s 
Aid now faces the 
closure of its refuge 
after losing a bid for a 
contract to provide DV 
services. 

But as Louise put 
it, “We've shown you 
can win by fighting.” 


WHAT WE THINK 


DON’T COMPROMISE 
WITH THE LABOUR RIGHT 


HE LEADER of the 

Labour Party called on 

his supporters last week 

to join him in building 

a “social movement” 
that can force change through 
parliament. 

To an audience of almost 2,000 
in Salford Jeremy Corbyn said 
that Labour had won victories 
in parliament “because people 
campaigned together”. 

For decades the right has 
dominated the Labour Party 
leadership. But Corbyn’s 
leadership is a break from all of 
that—it’s a sign that politics really 
is changing. 

Some of Labour's “moderates” 
struggle to conceal their disdain 
for the idea that ordinary people 
can have a role to play in politics. 
Others show blatant contempt. 

They point out that the Labour 
Party was never supposed to 
be about struggle—what really 
matters is what goes on in 
parliament. Social movements 
are irrelevant and can only lead 
Labour down the path towards 
“unelectability”’. 

Still others see Labour’s new, 
active membership as outright 
dangerous. They long for the 
days when party members could 


be relied on to rubber-stamp 
decisions at conference and turn 
out the vote at election time. 

Corbyn supporters have been 
smeared as bullies, antisemites 
and sexists. 

In private meetings Labour MPs 
relish in hurling abuse at Corbyn 
that, as his ally Diane Abbott 
wrote, is designed “to break him 
as aman”. 

But when faced with the anger 
of their own members, those 
same MPs complain of being 
bullied. 

Labour’s general secretary 
lain McNicol even threatened 
to bar people from voting in the 
leadership election for “engaging 
in abusive behaviour’. But it isn’t 


It’s the thought 
of losing their 
grip on the party 
that really scares 
Labour MPs 


messages on social media or loud 
voices in meetings that scare 
Labour MPs. It’s the thought of a 
movement that threatens their 
grip on the party. 

In a letter to Corbyn last week 
several MPs demanded that he 
condemned “campaigning outside 
MPs offices, surgeries etc.” They 
spoke of “a worrying trend” of 
“hostility towards MPs”. 

For years Labour MPs have 
either stood by—or worse, joined 
in—while the Tories ram through 
their attacks. 

Many Labour MPs, including 
some of Corbyn’s critics, voted 
for the war in Iraq in 2003, and 
for the bombing of Syria which 
saw hundreds killed last week. 

People have a right to be angry 
about all of that—and they have a 
right to protest where they want. 

People such as Sarah 
Champion, who un-resigned as 
a shadow cabinet member this 
week, are against that. There’s no 
point in offering them “the hand 
of friendship”. 

Corbyn has won support by 
taking on the right. There must be 
no more compromises with them 
now. 

Radicalism has built the 
movement—not manoeuvres. 


SYSTEM’S GROWING PAINS 


\ f OUNG ADULTS in some 
parts of sub-Saharan Africa 
are on average 5cm shorter 

than their counterparts 40 years 

ago, revealed an extraordinary 
study released this week. 

Capitalism’s defenders say it 
brings prosperity and eliminates 
poverty when left to operate 
without regulation or restraint. 

Africa has been a test bed for 
such claims. 

The free market has been 
enforced by decades of “structural 
adjustment programmes” from 
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the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank. 

Privatisation has been rammed 
through and subsidies torn away. 
Wars, often fuelled by Western 
states and business interests, have 
swept large parts of the continent. 

The result is a population 
with worse nutrition, mass 
unemployment and people driven 
from the land into overcrowded 
slums. 

That means worse health— 
evidenced by the height study. 

It’s not just people in the Global 


South who are failed by capitalism. 
Average height growth 
stopped in the US in the 1970s 
and has declined since 2000. The 
researchers—a global consortium 
of 800 scientists in collaboration 
with the World Health 
Organisation—say this is partly 
due to falling nutritional standards. 
This follows news last month 
that death rates were rising in the 
US and Britain, probably because 
of cuts to vital services. 
Capitalism is not the solution— 
it’s the problem. 
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Labour right flails in 
a slow-motion split 


THE LABOUR right are a puzzle. How come they are 
simultaneously so venomous towards Jeremy Corbyn 
and, as John McDonnell famously put it, so “useless”? 

I’m not complaining that they’re nasty. The post war 
Labour government helped to create Nato and, as John 
Newsinger reminds us in the latest issue of the International 
Socialism journal, waged a series of vicious colonial wars. 

During the 1950s and early 1960s the Labour Party 
apparatus conducted a ruthless campaign to crush the left, 
disbanding local parties and expelling individuals. In the 
1990s the architects of New Labour turned the party into the 
humbled instrument of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown. 

So the Labour right’s record is monstrous. But they were 
effective. They got things done, even if the things were often 
horrible. The present bunch are, by comparison, a shambles. 

Look at the record. A plot rapidly discovered by Corbyn, 
who sacked the main culprit, Hilary Benn. Mass resignations 
by shadow ministers, which fail to force his resignation. 
Initially two “unity” candidates to challenge him, with 
arguably the weaker of the two staying in the race. 

And all the complaints of “bullying”, whatever the truth to 
them, aren’t really a sign of strength. 

So one explanation of the violence of the Labour right’s 
attacks is precisely that they are relatively weak. 

The reform for which they campaigned for decades— 
electing the leader by one person, one vote—has tilted 
the balance of power towards a leftwards moving party 
membership. It gave Corbyn the legitimacy to defy the 
shadow cabinet resignations. Hence their impotent fury as 
they see “their” party slip away from them. 

The last time the Labour left advanced, in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, the right split. Some, like Denis Healey and 
Roy Hattersley, stayed and fought. Others broke away. But 
that kept the Tories in office for 18 years. 

This makes splitting to create a new “centre party” today 
an unattractive prospect. Moreover, the Lib Dems, the 
remnant of the last split, are hardly a very attractive partner. 
And Theresa May is trying to move the Tories onto the centre 
ground to occupy the space a new party could supposedly 
seize. 


Vacuum 

But there’s also an ideological vacuum. New Labour was 
about reconciling neoliberalism and social democracy. It 
was Brown who as chancellor tried to turn this idea into 
policy substance. He gave the City “light-touch” regulation 
in the hope that it would generate enough tax revenues for 
modest redistribution mainly via means-tested benefits. 

Two failures destroyed New Labour. The first was Iraq, of 
course. The second was the financial crash, which destroyed 
this devil’s pact with the City. It also brought to office David 
Cameron and George Osborne, who slashed the benefits 
Brown had introduced. 

The New Labour retreads who dominated Corbyn’s 
shadow cabinet till last month despised Ed Miliband for 
inching the party leftwards and campaigning for “responsible 
capitalism”—a slogan that, ironically, May has now pinched. 

But what’s their alternative? What do they stand for? 
Hilary Benn’s ridiculous tub-thumping speech last December 
portraying bombing Syria as an anti-fascist struggle looks 
particularly hollow after the Chilcot report. And, at a time 
when the Tories are promising a “reset” in economic policy, 
Owen Smith talks about continuing austerity. 

So the Labour right have seen their power in the party 
drain away, and haven’t an idea to their name. 

Their only real weapon is to split Labour, which will 
probably mean their own eclipse. I think we’re already 
seeing the beginnings of a slow-motion breakaway, as 
increasingly the Parliamentary Labour Party starts operating 
independently of the rest of the party. 

To counter this, Corbyn and his allies will need to do more 
than merely win the leadership election. 

They will have to make a reality of their promise to turn 
Labour into a “social movement”. This will mean participating 
in campaigns against racism and austerity. It will mean 
building solidarity with strikes. 

And it will mean developing a set of alternative policies to 
those of the Tories and to the hollow shell of New Labour in 
the House of Commons. 


Beat back the bigots as hate 
crime reports rise by a fifth 


Racists are lashing 
out but there’s no 
Brexit breakthrough 
for the right, reports 
Sadie Robinson 


NEW FIGURES show a rise 
in reports of hate crime. 

Some 6,193 incidents were 
reported across England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland 
in the four weeks since 
16 June, according to the 
National Police Chiefs’ 
Council (NPCC). 

The most common offences 
reported were harassment, 
assault, verbal abuse and 
spitting. This includes hom- 
ophobic, transphobic, racial, 
religious and disability hate 
crime. 

There were 3,001 offences 
reported between 1 and 14 
July. This was a 6 percent 
drop compared to the two 
weeks before, which saw 
3,192 reports. But the figure 
is a 20 percent rise on the 
same period last year. 


Unreported 

It is difficult to know the true 
figures as many crimes will 
go unreported. But any rise 
in racism and hate crime is 
worrying. Socialists stand in 
active solidarity with those 
facing attack. 

Some racists are embold- 
ened because they believe the 
vote to leave the European 
Union (EU) meant voters 
supported them. 

They are wrong. 

Just 14 percent of people 
who voted Leave said they 
thought multiculturalism 
was very much a force for ill, 
according to the largest study 
of the result. 

Just over half of Leave 
voters said immigration had 
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Ukip MEP Bill Etheridge 


no impact on them person- 
ally. And the main reason 
given for their vote was a 
desire to have more control 
over laws in Britain. 

Most people in Britain 
aren’t racist. 

Solidarity actions and col- 
lecting aid for refugees in 
Calais has involved very large 
numbers of people. 

A protest to say refugees 
are welcome in Britain drew 


ANTI-RACISTS OPPOSED an ‘anti-Islam’ protest of fewer 
than 10 people in Stockton, Teesside, on Saturday 


over 50,000 last September. 

But many people have 
contradictory ideas—and 
politicians have consistently 
encouraged anti-immigrant 
feeling. 

Yet so far the far and hard 
right have failed to make a 
breakthrough. A number of 
Nazi protests by groups such 
as the English Defence League 
and Britain First continue to 
attract only small handfuls of 
people. Anti-racist protesters 
often outnumber them. 

And Ukip, which many 
feared would gain from a 
Leave vote, is in disarray. 
Ukip’s share of the vote in 
council by-elections has 
fallen since the referendum. 

Its leader Nigel Farage 
has resigned. Deputy leader 
Paul Nuttall has said he won’t 


stand to replace him. Ukip 
MP Douglas Carswell and 
Welsh Assembly member 
Mark Reckless can’t stand as 
they haven’t been in the party 
for five years or more. 

Nominations close on 
31 July. West Midlands MEP 
Bill Etheridge is one of those 
who has so far put himself 
forward. His policies include 
cheaper beer, bringing back 
smoking in pubs and the 
death penalty. 

Despite Ukip’s troubles 
there is no room for com- 
placency. It is time for 
determined and extended 
anti-racist activity. 


Stand Up to Racism this week 
launched a petition calling for 
guarantees of the rights of EU 
nationals in Britain. See 
bit.ly/29Zv2BE 


Reconsider hated Prevent strategy, urge MPs 


THE TORY government’s 
Prevent strategy is 
counter-productive and 
should be “reconsidered”, 
according to the Joint 
Committee on Human 
Rights parliamentary 
group. 

Prevent claims to stop 
terrorism by monitoring 
Muslims for signs of 
“radicalisation” and 
“extremism”. It’s good 
that this racist strategy is 
coming under fire. 

The committee also 
said that new planned 
laws for countering 
extremism and terrorism 


are confusing and 
based on questionable 
assumptions. 

But some of its 
conclusions could be used 
to demonise Muslims 
further. For example, 
Harriet Harman, the 
commnittee’s chair, 
criticised the government 
definition of extremism. 


Respect 

This includes “vocal or 
active opposition to our 
fundamental values” 
which are said to include 
“mutual respect and 
tolerance of different 


faiths and beliefs”. 

Harman said, “I 
don’t respect religions 
that regard women as 
subservient, I don’t 
tolerate the views or 
beliefs of people who 
think homosexuality is a 
sin.” 

Some wrongly accept 
this stereotype of Islam. 

The report wants the 
government to “tackle 
extremism that leads to 
violence”. This leaves 
the door open for the 
government to continue 
its racist clampdown on 
Muslims. 


Committee chair Harriet Harman 
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Our North 
Sea strike 
s for safety 


Money-grabbing bosses claim they 
must make cuts—but workers aren’t 
buying it, says Raymie Kiernan 


OIL MULTINATIONAL Shell was 
hit by a strike of 400 workers on 
seven of its offshore platforms 
on Tuesday—the first North Sea 
strike in 28 years. 

Unite and RMT union members 
downed tools in protest at contrac- 
tor Wood Group’s plan to cut jobs, 
pay and conditions on its Shell 
contract. 

Some workers could see their pay 
cut by 30 percent while others face 
the threat of redundancy for the 
third time in 12 months. 

A series of three-hour stoppages 
were set to take place on Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

The vote to strike was 99 percent 
on an 86 percent turnout. 

More than 75,000 jobs have been 
slashed across the industry. Workers 
are now offshore for longer for no 
extra money—or even less. 

And the cuts are having a wider 
impact. Food banks are now com- 
monplace in once-booming oil city 
Aberdeen. 

Bosses’ attempt to undermine the 
strike and get workers off the rigs 
onto helicopters backfired when 
workers refused. 

Wood Group worker Frank told 
Socialist Worker, “They tried to 
pull a fast one by sending out the 
chopper. 

“Some guys had already been 
out 27 days—a consequence of the 
three-week shift patterns—but they 
didn’t budge. They were testing our 
resolve. 


Stranded 

“Tt also meant the Wood Group HR 
staff that are out there were left 
stranded during the strike.” 

Wood Group recently won a five- 
year £150 million contract for North 
Sea operations. 

Yet it wants workers to accept 
more cuts while its chief executive 
grabs a 28 percent pay rise to bring 
him up to £600,000 a year. 

Contractors such as Wood Group 
do the oil barons’ dirty work. They 
have used the 2014 oil price drop 
as an excuse to reshape the indus- 
try and maintain the flow of profits. 


Hundreds of North Sea workers 
struck for 24-hours on Tuesday 


The walkout involved 400 Unite 
and RMT union members across 
seven Shell platforms 


They are employed by the 
Wood Group, which has cut pay 
to around a third of its workforce 


Workers are also angry as a 
two-week working cycle has gone 
up to a three-week one 


The chief executive has 
pocketed a 28 percent pay rise 
while cutting workers’ wages 


Shell and other oil multinationals 
whine that times are tough so work- 
ers must pay. 

But it’s hard to feel the pain of 
a firm such as BP, which has made 
£550 million profit in the past three 
months. Shell was to announce its 
second quarter profits this Thursday. 

The “cost-cutting” that energy 
analysts celebrate is creating tick- 
ing time bombs. Last year North Sea 
platforms saw a four-fold rise in the 
backlog of maintenance. 

Frank said, “They want around 
60 redundancies. They’re getting 
rid of mechanics, sparks and more. 

“But who is going to do the 
maintenance? This is the same shit 
that happened before the Piper 
Alpha rig went up.” 

Workers are now largely forced 
onto longer three-week rotations 
offshore. 

They already work long shifts as 
part of a 24-hour production cycle. 

Fatigue in the third week off- 
shore poses a huge potential danger 
as workloads also increase. 

Offshore workers are watching 
the Wood Group dispute. 

The unions must not back 
down—escalating the action is the 
only way to win. 


On other pages... 
Ly KFC’s finger lickin’ zero hours lies 
exposed >>Page 17 
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NORTH SEA oil workers and their reasons for the strike 


FRACKING 


Campaigners gear up for mass march 
against council’s support for tracking 


by KIMHUNTER 


PROTESTERS FROM across Britain 
were set to turn out for what could 
be Yorkshire’s biggest ever 
anti-fracking demonstration in 
York on Saturday. 

North Yorkshire county council 
granted Third Energy permission 
for fracking in Ryedale last month 
despite huge local opposition. 

Frack Free Ryedale and Friends 
of the Earth have taken out a 
judicial review to stop it. 

They argue that the council’s 
decision didn’t take account of the 
effect on the climate of greenhouse 
emissions from burning fuel 
obtained from fracking. 

This was borne out by a 
government commissioned report 
on fracking last month. 

It said fracking would only be 
compatible with Britain’s carbon 
emissions targets if carbon capture 
technologies are developed to burn 
gas clearly. 

These technologies don’t exist 
and may never be practical on a 
large scale. 

So far there has only been one 
fracking operation in Britain, 
near Blackpool in Lancashire. It 
was stopped five years ago after 
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et a Be 
An anti-fracking protest in Northallerton, Yorkshire, in May 


causing earthquakes. 

The government has granted 
fracking exploration licences 
for swathes of Britain including 
most of Yorkshire. So far North 
Yorkshire is the first to give the go- 
ahead for fracking. 

One trick fracking firms use is 
to seize on any technical variation 
to rebrand fracking under another 
name. 

At Wressle in North 
Lincolnshire, Egdon Resources 
is calling its fracking plans a 
“proppant squeeze”. 

Fracking frontrunner Ineos is 


By Seek ee. 
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even trying to organise children’s 
fun runs to improve its image, 
though these have faced opposition 
in some schools. 

Wherever fracking firms turn up 
they galvanise opposition. 

Third’s plans for North Yorkshire 
might seem small, but if they go 
ahead the whole industry could 
rush in behind it with applications 
everywhere. 


Join the York march—Saturday 30 July, 
assemble 12 noon at Clifford’s Tower, 
Tower Street, YO1 9SA. 

Model motions for union branches at 
frackfreeryedale.org/unionmotions 
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Airstrikes 


have killed 
hundreds 
of Syrians 


The West’s wars in the Middle East 
have killed over a million and the 
number is rising, says Dave Sewell 


WESTERN BOMBS killed 
hundreds of Syrian civilians 
last week—and looming major 
offensives could see many more 
deaths. 

French airstrikes pounded the vil- 
lage of Toukhan Al-Kubra near the 
border with Turkey. 

The Syrian regime demanded a 
United Nations (UN) investigation 
and said more than 140 had been 
killed. 

French president Francois 
Hollande had vowed days earlier to 
step up bombing in Iraq and Syria 
after the massacre in Nice in France. 

Yet the Nice killer Mohamed 
Lahouaiej Bouhlel had no known 
link to either country—and French 
bombs have already killed many 
more than he did. 

It followed deadly US airstrikes 
on the town of Manbij. Estimates 
of the death toll range from 50 to 
160. Several groups said they iden- 
tified 73 bodies with many others 
“charred or reduced to shreds”. 


Justifies 

The United Nations agency Unicef 
said dozens of children were among 
those killed. “No matter where they 
are in Syria or under whose control 
they live—absolutely nothing justi- 
fies attacks on children,” it said in 
a statement. 

US Colonel Christopher Garver 
tried to put the blame on Isis “using 
more civilians as human shields”. 

But Manbij is a major popula- 
tion centre where US officials know 
any bombing will cause immense 
“collateral damage”. 

Many of the families pulverised 
by the bombs were refugees flee- 
ing Isis. 

Airstrikes by the US-led coali- 
tion of Western and Arab states are 
getting deadlier, according to data 
collected by the AirWars campaign 
group. 

The number of coalition air- 
strikes went down 15 percent in the 
six months to May, but the number 
of civilians killed went up by over 
a third. 

This only looks set to intensify 


BACK STORY 


The rise of Isis and the current 
fighting in Syria are the direct 
consequences of the West’s wars 
@The US-led invasion of Iraq in 
2003 left one million Iraqis dead 
@Sectarian divisions were 
encouraged by the US in Iraq 
@The Syrian regime launched 

a sectarian civil war to fight the 
revolution of 2011 

@This sectarianism was fertile 
ground for Isis 


@More Western bombs only pour 
more fuel onto the fire 


as assaults on major Isis strong- 
holds loom. Isis’s power base is in 
the cities it occupies, and any mili- 
tary operation against it must go 
through them. 

Manbij, a strategic hub on the 
route to Isis “capital” Raqqa, is in 
the crosshairs now. 

Fighters from the US-backed 
Syrian Democratic Forces gave Isis 
48 hours to evacuate on Thursday 
of last week. 

The bigger prize is Mosul in 
Iraq. Western forces are massing 
for a huge assault, expected in the 
autumn. Different Iraqi factions are 
vying to join them and get a share 
of the spoils. 


Hypocrisy 
US special envoy Brett McGurk said 
last week that taking Mosul was now 
“in sight and an achievable goal”. 
It’s easy to dismiss the Syrian 
regime’s complaints about air strikes 
as rank hypocrisy. It is currently 
shelling and starving the besieged 
population of the city of Aleppo. 
But the West’s bombs won’t bring 
peace to the region either. They will 
only bring more death—and more of 
the chaos and bitterness that fuelled 
the rise of Isis. 


On other pages... 
Ly Imperialist manouevres in the 
South China Sea >>Pages 10&11 
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AN AIRSTRIKE on the Syrian city of Manbij last week 


Battle over workers’ rights leaves 
the French government weakened 


AFTER FIVE months of bitter 
struggles the French Labour-type 
government finally forced its 
attack on workers’ rights through 
parliament last week. 

On the Work Law’s third 
reading, prime minister Manuel 
Valls suspended parliamentary 
debate on it for the third time. 

Only a motion of no confidence 
in the government could have 
stopped it. The Tory opposition 
declined to put one forward and 
not enough MPs supported an 
attempt to launch one from the left. 

Valls boasted of a “great step 
forward for the reform of our 
country”. 

Despite numerous concessions 
he kept intact the Work Law’s 
“spinal column”, allowing bosses to 
undercut national agreements. 


Establishment 

It can be used to make people work 
longer hours for less pay, and to 
fire them more easily. That’s a 

long term goal of both the French 
establishment and the European 
Union. 

But the battle to implement 
these attacks still lies ahead. Many 
workers galvanised by the massive 
strikes and protests against the 
Work Law won't let their conditions 


Prime minister Manuel Valls 


be attacked without a fight. Passing 
it has already sapped the crumbling 
authority of Valls’ Labour-type 
Socialist Party (PS). 

Pouria Amirshahi, an MP who 
quit the PS in March in protest, has 
launched a constitutional challenge 
to the Work Law. Trade unions 
have called a day of action for its 
repeal on 15 September. 

But the political grandees of the 
constitutional court are unlikely to 
take a stand for workers’ rights. 

And unions’ strategy all along 
was too reliant on one-day actions 
spaced too far apart. 

Spreading and deepening the 
wave of all-out strikes that hit hard 
in May and early June could have 


made France ungovernable. But 
that was further than union leaders 
were willing to go. 

And despite some on the left 
placing hope in the grumbling of 
the PS backbenchers, it didn’t come 
to much once Valls called their 
bluff. 

Debate inside the PS and the 
wider left now revolves around 
positioning for a 2017 presidential 
election. Faced with catastrophic 
polls, some are chasing the votes of 
the fascist Front National (FN). 

The government slipped in a 
vicious amendment to the Work 
Law at the last minute, allowing 
bosses in some cases to ban Muslim 
headscarves in their workplaces. 

Even some liberals and PS 
heavyweights were outraged at this 
racist attack on civil liberties. 

Meanwhile left presidential 
candidate Jean-Luc Melenchon 
accused migrants of “stealing the 
bread” of French workers. 

But the movement against the 
Work Law shows a way to break 
the cycle of FN breakthroughs and 
concessions to its agenda. 

Building on the rage against the 
government and the police, and 
the debates that started in the city 
square occupations, can change the 
game. 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW 


LETTERS? 


Socialist Worker 27 July 2016 


No to MPs’ 
blackmail 


BIRMINGHAM Labour MP 
Jess Phillips says she could 
find it impossible to serve 
as a Labour MP if Jeremy 
Corbyn is re-elected as the 
party leader. 

This is a serious issue. If 
she stood as an 
independent in the next 
general election in her 
Yardley constituency, she 
might beat the Labour 
candidate. 

And if that happens in 
20 or 30 constituencies 
across Britain, we can say 
goodbye to any thought of 


a Labour government. g | is in large eet 
But I don’t think Corbyn, 2 Sc oe 
or the left generally, should 2 It shows a government 
give in to blackmail from z | that’s anxious about the 
MPs. 2 | credibility of large scale 
They can’t have a veto on % | privatisation plans. 
who we vote for. = We should rush to 
May B: exploit this. 
apnea Anne Drinkell 
Save Our Hospitals campaign 


Defend EU 
migrants 


AN OPEN letter from 
immigration lawyers called 
for defending the rights of 
European Union (EU) 
migrants living in Britain. 

Free movement is now at 
the heart of the political 
battle over Brexit’s 
outcome. 

The labour movement 
can’t give any ground to the 
idea that we need stricter 
immigration. 

Instead we can combine 
unity in action with 
information about steps EU 
workers can take to protect 
their residence rights. 

The Immigration Law 
Practitioners Association 
are already producing 
helpful information. 

Ed Mynott 
Manchester 
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We witnessed people power 
defeat the military in Turkey 


I ARRIVED in Istanbul with my 
partner and our nine-month old 
baby just as the military coup was 
beginning in Turkey. 

The situation at Ataturk Airport 
was terrifying. Hundreds of heavily 
armed men had occupied the site 
and we heard tanks on the runway 
outside. 

But then we heard loud chanting 
and marchers coming our way. 

We could see mainly civilians 
marching through the airport 
chanting “Allah, bismillah” (In the 
name of God) and flying the 
Turkish flag. 

They had been joined by a small 
number of the soldiers who they 
had convinced to break with the 
coup. It wasn’t president Recep 


Tayyip Erdogan’s forces who had 
taken back that part of the airport, 
but ordinary people standing 
together in the face of brutality. 

They marched on as the battle 
for the airport continued. 

Fighter jets swooped so low over 
us it made the walls shake. 

We finally got out after 11 hours 
and saw peaceful streets. 

Tanks were strewn like 
ornaments, with people standing 
on them taking photographs. 

The next day turned into a 
celebration. 

By late afternoon the squares 
were packed and the streets were 
filling up. 

But it was more than a 
demonstration, it was a 


celebration of the people’s power. 

One demonstrator told us, “The 
people of Turkey are proud of 
their democracy and they would 
rather die than allow a military 
takeover.” 

He told us that two of his 
nephews had gone to Ataturk 
Airport to help to lift the siege. 

We asked him to thank his 
nephews on behalf of our whole 
family. 

“While we still have issues in 
Turkey, military action can never 
be the answer,” he added. 

A brutal coup was defeated not 
by a president’s actions—but by a 
peoples’ self-activity. 

Christopher Denson 
Coventry 


Parents need tohavea Protests are radicalising thousands 


say in child abuse cases 


THE TEACHER from 
Bradford is right to point 
out that council cuts put 
children at risk (Letters, 
6 July). 

But they’re wrong to 
suggest that we should not 
talk to parents before 
phoning social workers. 

The relationship between 
cuts and child abuse is 
complex and needs to be 
seen in the context of 
austerity and growing 
inequality. 

It’s not simply a case of 
councils watering down 
their child abuse policies. 


IVE ATTENDED many of 
the protests and rallies 


need to change the 
system. 


Most councils don’t want 
to be seen to be raising the 
threshold of when they 
intervene in abuse cases. 

If something went 
wrong, this would leave 
them open to criticism from 
schools’ watchdog Ofsted. 

Capitalism chews people 
up without regard for the 
most vulnerable in society. 

As a social worker, I 
think it’s important to make 
sure people are fully 
involved in decisions about 
their children. 

Nick 
South Yorkshire 


that have exploded onto 
our streets in Manchester 
since the European Union 
(EU) referendum result. 

They have all contained 
a common theme. 

I was at the thousands- 
strong Jeremy Corbyn 
support rally last month 
and a much smaller, but 
more militant, protest 
against racism. 

It was called by local 
people from the Moss 
Side area at three days’ 
notice. This was followed 
by a magnificent 
explosion of black 


Rallying for Jeremy Corbyn 


militancy, which saw over 
2,000 people march for 
Black Lives Matter. 

On every one of these 
protests ordinary 
workers, who’d never 
been politically active 
before, spoke about the 


Whether you voted 
Leave or Remain seems 
irrelevant now. 

The issue for many 
working class people is, 
“We want change and we 
want it now”. 

I believe we are 
witnessing a sea change 
in the political awareness 
of tens of thousands of 
workers. I don’t think I 
have heard the phrase 
“We need a revolution” 
said so often and with 
such passion before now. 

Chris Ayton 
Manchester 


Justa 
thought... } 


NHS sell-off 
being exposed 


ONE CLOSURE to 
celebrate is NHS 
England’s plan to drop 
the Strategic Projects 
Team—the “outriders for 
privatisation”. 

But it’s ridiculous they 
are still here given their 
list of failed and failing 
outsourcing schemes. 

The list includes 
hospitals, older peoples’ 
services and pathology 
and cancer services. 

The axing of this team 


West London 


Establishment 
owns new PM 


THERESA MAY is an 
unelected prime minister 
with friends in high 
places. 
She must owe them 

big time. 

@sallyann 
on Twitter 


Trident exists 
for the rich 


HOW MPs voted on 
Trident accurately shows 
where on the political 
divide they really are. 
Nuclear weapons are 
not a deterrent. 
They exist solely 
to defend resources 
that are owned by a 
small minority of global 
capitalists. 


Nick Vinehill 
Address provided 


Smith is just a 
bigoted guy 


RIGHT WING Labour 
leadership candidate 
Owen Smith says he’s 
“normal”. Apparently 
that’s because he’s got a 
“wife and children”. 

Smith said this when 
fellow right winger 
Angela Eagle, who said 
she’s proud to be ina 
lesbian relationship, was 
still in the race. 

But Smith seems to be 
mining a much deeper 
seam of bigotry. So he 
claimed Plaid Cymru’s 
leader Leanne Wood 
only got on TV as she’s a 
woman. 

If Smith wants to be 
a party leader, | hear 
there’s a vacancy open 
at Ukip. 

Gwyneth Evans 
Pontypridd 
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FEATURE 


CHINA 
CRISIS 


A recent dispute over islands in the South China Sea is 
a sign of how imperialist tensions between the US and 
China could set the region ablaze, writes Dave Sewell 


COURT CASE over 
whether some rocks 
in the South China 
Sea count as islands 
doesn’t seem like it 
could lead to a world 
war. But nor did the assassination 
of an Austro Hungarian archduke by 
Serbian nationalists a century ago. 

Tensions in the South China Sea 
are now pitting the US, the world’s 
greatest superpower, against a rising 
China. 

While neither side is in any rush to 
escalate militarily, economic rivalry 
makes it difficult for either to back 
down. 

The South China Sea is surrounded 


by nations that claim large parts of 
it—they include the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, South Korea and 
Taiwan. China’s rulers claim 80 per- 
cent of its area, up to what they call 
the “nine dash line”. 

Repeated standoffs between 
Chinese ships and those of the US and 
its regional allies are the background 
to a ruling in The Hague this month. 

The Philippines took China to 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration, 
which found that China’s claims have 
no basis under the United Nations’ 
Law of the Sea. 

The Philippine government has 
been sabre-rattling as well as suing. 
It declared last year that it would now 


Chinese troops on Mischief Island 


refer to the South China Sea only as 
the Philippine Sea. 

Yet in court it was a proxy for the 
US, which couldn’t sue China itself. 
It refuses to ratify the Law of the Sea 
because it doesn’t want to be bound 
by international rulings. 

But not recognising the court 
hasn’t stopped the US rushing to 
enforce its ruling. 

It sent warships to uphold “free- 
dom of navigation”. 

Chinese warplanes flew over them 
in retaliation. 

Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi 
warned, “History will prove who is a 
mere guest and who is a real host.” 

Nationalist protesters in China 
rallied outside KFC restaurants and 
smashed Apple phones, calling for a 
boycott of US firms. 


Accused 

Chinese ambassador to Britain Liu 
Xiaoming accused the US of trying to 
“humiliate China diplomatically’ and 
“challenge China’s sovereignty”. 

And US ambassador to China Max 
Baucus said, “We’re in a whole new 
chapter here. The old chapter was 
talk ... We’re past that. The new 
chapter is actions.” 

Britain and France both say they 
could send ships to join the US 
operation. 

Since 2013 at least two US destroy- 
ers have been in the South China Sea 
at any one time. 


China says it will make military air 
patrols “regular practice”. 

Several years of mobilisation by 
both sides mean their soldiers’ rifles 
now point at each other across just a 
few dozen kilometres of sea. 

So what makes the South China 
Sea such a glittering prize? Part of it 
is resources. 

The rapid collapse of global fish- 
eries has intensified competition for 
fishing rights. 

A series of standoffs started with 
challenges to fishing boats. 

Other battles have been over the 
rich gas and oil deposits believed to 
lie under the sea floor. 

Chinese vessels clashed with 
Vietnamese and Norwegian survey 
ships in 2011. 

In 2014 a Chinese oil platform pro- 
voked a blockade by 29 Vietnamese 
ships. One was rammed and sunk. 

But even if there was nothing 
under its surfaces, this sea would 
matter simply for its location. 


China 


Malaysia 


Rewriting the law of the land 


MARITIME LAW designates 
huge swathes of territory ona 
technical distinction. States can 
claim 200km of sea territory 
around islands, but only 12km 
around rocks. 

Instead of rewriting that law, 
the Chinese state has been 
redrawing the map. 

For two years it has been 
dredging up sand from the 
ocean floor and turning 
submerged reefs into artificial 
islands. 

Fiery Cross Reef in the 
disputed Spratly group of 
islands had only a few rocks 
jutting above the waves. 

Now it’s a huge base with four 
basketball courts, two tennis 


courts and a running track. It 
also has a 1.8 mile-long runway, 
missile batteries, barracks and 
radar. 

The US estimates China has 
created 3,200 acres of new land 
on seven islands in the Spratlys. 
That’s compared to just 50 
acres for all the other claimants 
put together. 

US Pacific Command head 
Admiral Harry Harris Junior 
calls this the “Great Wall of 
Sand”. 

Next could be Scarborough 
Shoal just off the Philippines. 
The Hague ruling bans this 
island building, but navy chief 
Wu Shengli said China “will 
never give up halfway”. 


Philippines 


It contains some of the world’s bus- 
iest shipping lanes. 

It is the route for most of 
China’s trade and its vital energy sup- 
plies. As China’s main link with the 
rest of the world, this sea can be its 
launchpad for projecting influence 
abroad. 

But it could also be its weak spot. 


HE PENTAGON’S plan 

for a potential mili- 

tary confrontation with 

China is based on naval 

supremacy. It involves 

swift capture of the 
South China Sea followed by 
attacks on China’s navy and coastal 
installations. 

This AirSea Battle doctrine was 
developed to counter China’s moves 
toward what military wonks call “A2/ 
AD—anti-access area denial”. This 
is based on China having enough 
defences to keep any unwanted 


forces from entering the area. 

China’s rulers consider this part 
of its “core sovereignty”, and have 
developed naval anti-aircraft missile 
systems to neutralise US threats. 

Fuelling the scramble is a tension 
between a military balance of power 
inherited from the 20th century and 
an economic balance of power emerg- 
ing in the 21st century. 

China’s economic influence is 
growing worldwide. Yet the US 
remains the only global military 
superpower. 

China’s rise and the West’s relative 
economic decline intensifies pres- 
sure on China’s rulers to break the 
US stranglehold—and on the US to 
“contain” China. 

There are strong parallels to early 
20th century Europe. 

The vast empires of stagnat- 
ing Britain, France and Russia 
put booming powerhouse Germany 
at a disadvantage. 


Socialist Worker 


a i 
US in decline but dangerous 


N THE rural South Korean 
town of Seongju, local 
councillors went on hunger 
strike and wrote angry letters 
in their own blood last month. 
Plans to build a new missile 
defence system nearby had 
triggered this wave of protests. 
Targeting North Korea, it’s 
a joint venture with the US 
government built by US firm 
Lockheed Martin. Fears of 
economic retaliation from China, 
South Korea's main trading 
partner but North Korea’s 
ally, saw shares plummet. 
The US is out to reverse 
the slow reduction of its 
military forces in the region 
since the Cold War. 


Kicking 
The Philippines opened five 
military bases for use by US 
aircraft this year—two decades 
after kicking them out. The US 
could soon return to Da Nang 
base in Vietnam after 40 years. 
US colony Guam is set for 
a huge new base with almost 
5,000 marines ready to 
intervene in the region. They'll 
join troops that never left— 
including 28,500 in South 
Korea and 50,000 in Japan. 
US president Barack Obama 
announced this “pivot to Asia” 
in 2011. Progress has been slow. 
His plan relied on reducing 
US military commitments in 
the Middle East. Disastrous 


That tension exploded into world 
war. Huge alliances expected to 
prevent conflict only made it more 
intense when it did break out. 

Today the world is sleepwalking in 


defeats and subsequent chaos 
made this hard to deliver. 

These wars have also spread 
anti-war sentiment in the US. 
Both hard right racist Donald 
Trump and left wing Bernie 
Sanders won support partly 
through appealing to this. 

The economic pivot 
underlying the military 
one is equally troubled. 

The US is pushing the 
Trans Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) trade deal with twelve 
countries but not China. 

On the same model as the 
proposed TTIP trade deal with 
the European Union, TPP would 
entrench corporate power. 

But its main purpose 
is to demonstrate US 
commitment to its links with 
the region, reassuring allies 
and reducing their economic 
dependence on China. 

It's a diplomatic priority for 
the US ruling class—yet both 
main presidential candidates 
have pledged to scrap it. 

This US ambivalence is 
one reason why many of its 
allies are keen to maintain 
regional “consensus” and are 
wary of antagonising China. 

It puts the pivot strategy 
under even more pressure. 

US imperialism’s relative 
decline doesn’t make it less 
dangerous. But movements 
against war and neoliberalism 
can make a crucial difference. 


the same direction. Only a break from 
an imperialist system built on compe- 
tition and militarism can guarantee to 
wake it up. 


|US and Filipino troops training together | and Filipino troops training together 
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These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism.We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
Www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


WHAT’S ON 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


ESSEX 

The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx 
Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 
CM12QL 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 


Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


BARNSLEY 

Isa robot after your job? 
Thu 4 Aug, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, 

Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
After Chilcot—blood 

on Blair’s hands 

Wed 3 Aug, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BOLTON 

Jeremy Corbyn,the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism 
Thu 4 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), 

BL11DY 

BRADFORD 

Engels, the family, private 
property and the state 
Thu 4 Aug, 7pm, 

Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink), 
BD5 0BQ 

BRISTOL 

What lay behind the 
coup in Turkey? 

Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

BURNLEY 

Syria, war and revolution 
Wed 10 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St. James’s St, 
BB111NR 

CAMBRIDGE 

What do Marxists say about 
gender and sexuality? 
Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box, 

Glenalmond Avenue 

(off Clarendon Rd), 
CB28DB 

CARDIFF 

Arebel’s guide to Malcolm X 
Wed 10 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, 

CF24 4HX 

CHESTERFIELD 

Pop music and resistance 
Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 
S$401QN 

COLCHESTER 

Spain 1936—a revolution 
against fascism 

Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, 

C02 7ET 

COVENTRY 

The housing crisis 

Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, 

CV13BB 

DUDLEY 

Jeremy Corbyn,the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism 
Wed 3 Aug, 8pm, 

The What Centre, 

23 Coventry St, 
Stourbridge, 

DY81EP 

EDINBURGH 

Why Shakespeare 
matters to socialists 
Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cavern Bar, 

7 Bernard St, 

EH66PW 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


Protests against police violence and racism have spread across the US 


HARLOW 

Why we oppose all 
immigration controls 
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

1 Church Leys, 

CM18 6BX 

LANCASTER 

Jeremy Corbyn,the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism 
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA11TX 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 

The French struggle 
against austerity 

Thu 4 Aug, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD 

LEICESTER 

Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 
the fight against austerity 
Wed 3 Aug, 7pm, 

15 Wellington St, LE1 6HH 
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
The united front in 
theory and practice 

Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Maida Hill Place, 

2-4 Fernhead Rd, W9 3ET 
LONDON: BRIXTON 
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left 

Wed 3 Aug, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b SaltounRd (near 

Effra Rd, facing Windrush 
Square), SW21EP 


LONDON: EALING 

The crisis in 
parliamentary politics 
Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 


West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St, Acton, W3 6ND 


LONDON: HACKNEY 

What do socialists say about 
the mental health crisis? 
Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 OPU 
LONDON:ISLINGTON 

What would a socialist 
society look like? 

Thu 4 Aug, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, N7 6QT 
LONDON:LEWISHAM 

Spain 1936—a revolt 
against fascism 

Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich mainline and 
DLR station), SE10 8JA 
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
Is socialism possible? 

Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Quaker Meeting House, 

1a Jewel Rd (off 

Hoe St), E17 4QU 

LUTON 

After Chilcot, blood on 
Blair’s hands — what really 
happened in Iraq? 

Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel, 41-43 
Stockwood Crescent (enter via 


London Rdcar park), LU13SS 


MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
What would a socialist 
society look like? 

Wed 3 Aug, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 

Barlow Moor Rd,M21 8BF 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
Marxism and alienation 
Thu 4 Aug, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, 

M25NS 
MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME 
Corbyn, the Labour 
Party and socialism 
Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 

747 Stockport Rd, 

M19 3AR 

NEWCASTLE 

What would a socialist 
society look like? 

Thu 4 Aug, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, Market St, 
NE16HQ 

NORWICH 
Islamism—the Prophet 
and the Proletariat 

Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, 

NR22SA 

OXFORD 

Jeremy Corbyn,the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism 
Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way 

(off Cowley Rd), 
OX41YH 


PLYMOUTH 

Marxism and the fight 
against racism 

Thu 4 Aug, 7pm, 

Quaker House, 

74 Mutley Plain, 
PL46LF 

POOLE 

Defending the NHS 

Tue 16 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops, 

88 High St, 

BH15 1DB 

PORTSMOUTH 

Marxism and ecology 
Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Southsea Community Centre, 
St Paul’s Square, 

PO5 4EE 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
After Orlando—the 
fight for trans liberation, 
resistance and solidarity 
Thu 4 Aug, 7pm, 

Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right? 

Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire Rd, 

S015 2GY 

SWANSEA 

What would a socialist 
society look like? 

Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 

SA2 0BP 


WOLVERHAMPTON & WALSALL 
Jeremy Corbyn,the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism 
Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Royal Hotel, 
Ablewell St, 

WS12EL 

YORK 

System change,not 
climate change 

Wed 3 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, 

YO10 4AH 


{ “Events| =} 


BIRMINGHAM 

Unwelcome Tory Conference 
to Birmingham 2016 

Sun 2 Oct, 12 noon. 

Go to Unwelcome Tory Party 
Conference to Birmingham 
2016 on Facebook 
COVENTRY 
Demonstrate — Stop 
fascist Britain First 

Sat 30 Jul, 12 noon. 

Go to Unite Against 

Fascism on Facebook 
DORCHESTER 

Report back from 

Convoy to Calais 

Sat 6 Aug, 1.30pm, 

Colliton Club, 

Colliton Park, 

DT11XJ. 

Organised by Dorset Socialists 
DORCHESTER 

Creeping privatisation 

of the NHS 

Fri 2 Sep, 1.30pm, 

Colliton Club, 

Colliton Park, 

DT11XJ. 

Organised by Dorset Socialists 
NATIONAL 

Stand Up to Racism 
Conference 

Sat 8 Oct, 10.30am-4.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
173-177 Euston Rd, 

NW1 2B. 

Speakers include Diane 
Abbott MP, Kate Osamor MIP, 
NUT general secretary Kevin 
Courtney, UCU general 
secretary Sally Hunt, PCS 
general secretary Mark 
Serwotka and Talha Ahmad, 
Muslim Council of Britain. 
standuptoracism.org.uk 
Marxism and Nature 

Sat 15 Oct, 

10.30am, 

Central London, 

WC2E 9RZ. 

Speakers include author and 
field ecologist Ted Benton, 
Canadian ecosocialist Ian 
Angus, associate professor 
John Parrington and Suzanne 
Jeffrey from the Campaign 
against Climate Change (pc) 
isj.org.uk 

Unite Against Fascism 

and Love Music Hate 
Racism educational trip to 
Krakow and Auschwitz 
Thu 3 - Mon7 Nov. 

A trip aimed at better 
understanding the 
Holocaust and the Nazis 

Go to uaf.org.uk for details of 
an itinerary of the trip 

and costs 

SCOTLAND 

Marxism Festival 

Scotland 2016 

Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 

Renfield St Stephen’s, 

260 Bath St, 

Glasgow, 

G2 4JP 


CONTACT 
THE SWP 


Phone 020 7840 5600 
Email 
enquires@swp.org.uk 
Post PO Box 71327, 
London SE11 9BW 
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From shakespeare to satire 
at packed Edinourgn Festival 


Theatre critic Mark Brown offers some tips for the forthcoming Edinburgh 
Festival—which includes Thomas Ostermeier’s production of Richard III 


EVERY AUGUST Edinburgh is 
famously home to the biggest cel- 
ebration of the arts on the planet. 

The Edinburgh Festival is actually 
a group of festivals, including the 
prestigious Edinburgh International 
Festival (EIF), the huge Festival 
Fringe and the Book Festival. 

Choosing what to see at the 
Festival can be a daunting task. 
That’s especially when it comes to the 
Fringe programme which looks like a 
telephone directory 

I hope the following tips are 
helpful to Socialist Worker readers 
who are heading to Edinburgh next 
month. 

German director Thomas 
Ostermeier is among the most 
acclaimed theatre makers in Europe. 

His production of Shakespeare’s 
Richard III (Lyceum Theatre, 24-28 
August) for Berlin’s Schaubuhne 
Theatre, is presented as part of the 
EIF. It is a great example of his work. 

I was fortunate enough to see 
the show at the International 
Shakespeare Festival in Romania 
recently. It is highly intelligent, 
inventive, funny, dynamic and bril- 
liantly acted. 


Forces 

Richard, the famous “hunchback”, is 
a perfect example of Shakespeare’s 
grasp of the social forces at play in 
Elizabethan England. In fact, you 
could add the character to the list of 
“bastards” (such as Edmund in King 
Lear) in the Bard’s plays. 

Like Edmund, Richard finds the 
path to power blocked. Although in 
Richard’s case it is a prejudice against 
his disability, rather than “illegiti- 
macy” of birth, that has marginal- 
ised him. Consequently, he seeks 


A SCENE from Thomas Ostermeier’s Richard III 


to get to the throne by means of his 
intelligence. 

You could almost consider Richard 
as a one-man metaphor for the early 
capitalist class. 

By 1642, just 26 years after 
Shakespeare’s death, this class would 
find itself at war with the English 
monarchy. 

Ostermeier, who describes himself 
as a Marxist, emphasises Richard’s 


Picture: ARNo DEcLaIR 


individualism, ambition and irrever- 
ence towards the established church. 

Superb actor Lars Eidinger plays 
Richard as a cross between a high- 
energy stand-up comedian and an 
angry rock singer. 

His conspiratorial relationship 
with the audience is enhanced clev- 
erly by his use of a simple prop. It’s a 
microphone which has a light inside 
it and is attached to a bungee cord. 


If Ostermeier’s show is a must- 
see, the Fringe programme of the 
Summerhall venue is always worth 
checking out. 

The revival of Adler & Gibb (5-27 
August), by the excellent English 
dramatist Tim Crouch, promises to 
be a particular highlight. 

Crouch’s work is always unconven- 
tional and interesting in its approach 
to theatrical form. 


Legacy 

This play, about conceptual art- 
ists Janet Adler and Margaret Gibb, 
explores myth and reality in society’s 
quest to own and appropriate artists, 
their work and their legacy. 

Lovers of the work of the great 
20th century playwright Samuel 
Beckett should take a look at 
Krapp 39 (Pleasance Courtyard, 3-29 
August). 

This one-man show, inspired by 
Beckett’s Krapp’s Last Tape, has 
received plaudits from the critics in 
New York City. 

It promises to be a moving and 
humorous piece of theatre. 

Finally, socialists looking for an 
alternative to the run-of-the-mill 
stand-up comics who seem to domi- 
nate the Edinburgh Fringe should try 
to get a ticket for Jonathan Pie—Live 
(Pleasance Courtyard, 3-28 August). 

Comic actor and satirist Tom 
Walker, aka Jonathan Pie, has 
become an internet sensation as the 
angry, left wing TV news presenter 
who goes on hilarious and insightful 
rants when “off camera”. 

His comedy gets much closer to the 
truth than most TV news. 


The Edinburgh Festival runs throughout 
August. For more details go to 
edinburghfestivalcity.com 


Movie keeps musical majesty of James Booker alive 


FILM 


BAYOU MAHARAJAH 
Directed by Lily Keber 
At selected cinemas 
bayoumaharajah.com/ 
screenings 


JAMES BOOKER died aged 
43 in 1983, waiting to be 
seen by hospital doctors. 
Dr John, whom he 
had taught to play the 
Hammond B3 organ, 
described James as “the 
best black, gay, 
one-eyed junkie piano 
genius New Orleans has 
ever produced”. 
Booker was a multi- 


instrumentalist child 
prodigy. As a teenager 

he toured with the bands 
behind such stars as Little 
Richard, Ray Charles and 
Aretha Franklin. 

Lily Keber produced and 
directed Bayou Maharajah, 
which looks at his life and 
music. 

She told Socialist 
Worker, “I moved to New 
Orleans in 2006. I was 
bartending and heard his 
music on the jukebox. 

“Punters’ crazy stories 
about Booker were my 
first introduction to 
his infamously wacky 
personality. Booker’s 


James Booker on stage 


memory is very much 
alive in New Orleans, yet 
he was so little known 
otherwise. 

“I started this film to 
ensure that the majesty of 
his music would be passed 
on to the next generation.” 

Lily completed Bayou 
Maharajah in 2013. 

It’s been slightly 
updated and is ona 
limited cinema release 
before a DVD release in 
September. 

She said, “Several 
people told me that a film 
like this could never be 
made. That there wasn’t 
enough footage of him. 


That everyone I should 
talk to was already dead. 

“But to me, the power 
of his music drives the 
film. We knew that how 
we depicted Booker would 
be how most people would 
come to know him. 

“It’s a heavy weight to 
be responsible for a dead 
man’s legacy. I only wish 
that Booker was around to 
tell me what he thinks of 
the film.” 

Lily has magnificently 
confounded her doubters 
by showcasing the musical 
essence of a rare talent. 
Highly recommended. 
Nick Grant 


PLAY 


NO MAN’S LAND 

Produced by Sean Mathias. 
On tour, August to December. 
nomandslandtheplay.com 


IAN McKELLEN and Patrick 
Stewart star in Sean Mathias’ 
production of this Harold 
Pinter play. 

Two ageing writers, Hirst 
and Spooner, get drunk over 
the course of a summer's 
evening after Hirst picks up 
Spooner in a pub. 

Their conversation 
becomes a power game 
and the situation becomes 
increasingly sinister. 


lan McKellen in No Man’s Land 


EXHIBITION 


PUNK—1976-78 
The British Library, 
London NW1 2DB. 
Free. Until 2 October 


IF YOU'VE taken the Sex 
Pistols’ advice and not gone 
for a Holiday in the Sun, 
the British Library has a 
fascinating exhibition on 
1970s punk. 

Punk exploded in 1976 
with bands such as the Sex 
Pistols and The Clash. 

This exhibition displays 
original fanzines and records, 
and shows how punk was 
born out of the political and 
social turmoil of the 1970s. 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 


TOP 5 BOOKS 


Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


Arguments for 


revolution 
Joseph Choonara and 
Charlie Kimber 


Marxism and women’s 


liberation 
Judith Orr 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 

at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 
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HE KILLINGS of 

Alton Sterling 

and Philando 

Castile in the 

US, and Mzee 

Mohammed in 
Britain, have inspired a 
wave of protest. 

Questions about the 
nature of the police and 
how activists must deal with 
them are at the heart of the 
Black Lives Matter move- 
ment in Britain. 

Socialists argue that the 
police cannot be reformed, 
not because of the individu- 
als within it but because of 
the role the institution plays 
in society. 

Whatever reasons individ- 
uals may have for joining the 
police, even to survive in the 
institution means assimilat- 
ing into the police force. 

This process transforms 
individuals, not the other way 
round. 

If people resist they are 
forced out, as even high-rank- 
ing black cops have attested 
upon leaving the police. 

Racism, sexism and a deep 
hatred of working class people 
are at the institution’s core. 

It reflects and pushes big- 
oted and divisive ideas from 
the top of society. 

Society is shaped by the 
struggle between the working 
and ruling classes. 

In this struggle the state is 
not a neutral force—it is a tool 
in the hands of the class that 
rules society. 

So the police use violence to 
put down any revolt against the 
system, whether this takes the 
form of strikes, protests or riots. 

Robert Peel, home secretary 
from 1822 to 1830, created the 
Met Police in 1829. This was 
in response to the threat of the 
collective activity of the newly 
emerging working class. 

He saw that the capitalist 
state needed a body of men 
capable of putting down civil 
disobedience without killing 
hundreds or thousands. 


Radical 


Workers agitating for demo- 
cratic rights were massacred 
at Peterloo in Manchester a 
decade before. Afterwards, 
there was a surge in radical 
ideas. 

The British ruling class could 
not afford acts of brutality like 
this to create political crises at 
home. Peel saw this and the 
need for the police as a means 
of protecting the ruling class 
and enabling their rule. 

The Miners’ Strike of 
1984-85 is perhaps the best 
recent example of this. The 
police invaded and occupied 
whole towns in Yorkshire, treat- 
ing mining communities as the 
enemy in an open war against 
the working class. 

But even when there is less 
struggle ordinary people are let 
down by the police. 

How many people have rung 
the cops and, when they even- 
tually show up, are told that 
there is little that can be done? 

Just 28.9 percent of reported 


HISTORY & THEORY &*? 


POLICE SEARCH a young man heading to Nott 


ing Hill Carnival 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


Thousands of people have taken to the streets in anger at 
police violence and racism. Alistair Farrow argues that an 
institution designed to repress our class is beyond reform 


Robert Peel 


crimes are solved. The worst 
statistics of all are those for 
sexual violence and rape. 

A 2013 government report 
found that just 15 percent 
of people who have suffered 
sexual violence report it. 

A separate report found that 
only 5.7 percent of reported 
sexual attacks result in a 
conviction. 

This tells us that the police 
don’t care about the crimes 
committed against ordinary 
people. 


In the police’s 
view there is a 
hierarchy—with 
black people at 
the bottom 


The Hillsborough disaster 
revealed the contempt with 
which working class people 
were treated by the police. 

And it showed how the 
police treated the grieving rela- 
tives of the dead with disdain 
by ploughing resources into the 
cover-up. 

This is also why the police is 
institutionally racist. 

In the police’s view of the 
world there is a hierarchy—and 
the young, the working class, 
women, and black people sit at 


the bottom of it. The police pro- 
mote the racist idea that black 
people are more likely to be 
criminals. 

They see it as their job to 
keep black people “in their 
place”. 

That’s why black people are 
more likely to be stopped and 
searched than white people. 

It’s also why they’re also 
more likely to be victims of 
police violence. 

Yet instances of police bru- 
tality, corruption and racism 
are treated as one-offs by the 
establishment—the media, the 
police and most politicians. 

When police killed 
Mark Duggan in 2011 the 
Independent Police Complaints 
Commission and most of the 
press parroted the police line. 

Mark was characterised as a 
danger to the police who had 
fired on cops—a bullet was 
found in a police officer’s radio. 


Fired 

But the bullet in the radio 
turned out to be fired from a 
police gun. 

The police are protected 
from exposure to scrutiny 
and prosecution because they 
defend the interests of the 
ruling class. 

They also defend each 
other. 

When a cop is set to be 
charged with something they 
are told to resign, which makes 
it impossible to bring a criminal 
charge against them. 

The Policing and Crime Bill 
is set to change this (see right). 

But only off the back of dec- 
ades of hard-fought campaigns 
by the victims of police violence 
and their families. 


VER 1,500 peo- 

ple have died in 

police custody 

in Britain since 

1990 and not one 

police officer has 
ever been convicted. 

In 1998 John Davidson of the 
Met covered up the identity of 
Stephen Lawrence’s Nazi mur- 
derer because his father was a 
police informant. 

His colleagues backed him 
up and so did the state. 

This allowed the killers time 
to hide evidence which led to 
a delay of years in the family’s 
search for justice. The fight for 
justice continues today. 

If people bought the idea that 
the state can change the police 
then we would not have seen 
the campaign behind Stephen 
Lawrence’s family’s fight for 
justice. 

We would not have seen the 
inspiring movement on Britain’s 
streets over the last couple of 
weeks either. 

Ordinary people have fought 
back against the police on picket 
lines, in riots and through the 
legal system since the police 
force began. 

There have been huge strug- 
gles against police violence and 
racism that have threatened the 
rich and their grasp on power. 

Let’s hope this latest move- 
ment can be one of those. 
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Police amid survivors at the Hillsborough disaster in 1989 


Theresa May’s new bill won’t 
protect us from the Old Bill 


RIAN Richardson 

is a barrister 

specialising in 

criminal law. He looks 
at the limitations of the 
“watchdogs” set up to 
monitor the cops 


“We’ve seen different 
incarnations of a police 
watchdog over the past 
five decades but what has 
really changed? Very little. 

The new Policing and 
Crime Bill proposes 
cosmetic changes. 

For example, the name 
will be changed to the 
Office for Police Conduct. 

But the problems 
people have with the 
police won’t go away. 

The bill is a hangover 
from Theresa May’s time 
as home secretary. 


Apologise 
She held the position for 
six years and that forms 
part of the context. 
She had to apologise 
too often for things 
such as Hillsborough. 
Last year she had to 
admit that, by the police’s 
own standards, more than 
20 percent of stop and 
searches were illegal. 
All of this has created 
a crisis of legitimacy for 
the police and a collapse 
in confidence in them. 
The bill also proposes 


that some of the 
complaints will be dealt 
with by Police and Crime 
Commissioners (PCCs), 
who are elected officials. 

It proposes that PCCs be 
given the ability to have 
oversight of rescue services. 

That’s laughable. 

No one knows who 
the PCC is in their area 
and the average turnout 
in the vote to elect them 
was just 15.1 percent. 

The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) has never been 
an independent body. 


Tinker 


You can tinker round the 
edges and try and reform 
it but the fundamental 
problem is the role the 
police play in society. 

The little changes 
that have come about 
are inadequate. 

But they have only 
happened because 
people have fought and 
demanded these things. 

The fundamental problem 
with the police is the role 
they play in society. 

So no cosmetic changes to 
the watchdog will deliver the 
change people need or want. 

We need to get rid of 
the IPCC and we have to 
find ways of using our 
collective strength to fight 
for the things we need.” 


Barrister and 
anti-racist 
Brian Richardson 
(top) former home 
secretary Theresa 
May (above) 


Say it Loud! Marxism 


and the fight against the socialist bookshop. 

racism Phone 020 7637 1848 

Edited by Brian Richardson | or go to 

HOSE) bookmarksbookshop. 
Racism and resistance in | co.uk 


the US after Ferguson 

article by Megan Trudell 

Online at bit.ly/Id8EFPL 
Crime, class and 

corruption 

by Audrey Farrell, £8.70 


Available at Bookmarks, 


AND LABOUR 


Why Lenin said Communists 
must try to affiliate to Labour 


Nick Clark looks 

at the tactics used 

by revolutionary 
socialists in the 1920s, 
and how Communists 
operated at the time 


HOW TO relate to members 
of the Labour Party has 
always been one of the most 
important questions for 
revolutionaries in Britain. In 
1920, when the Communist 
Party of Great Britain was 
founded, it was a central 
debate. 

It was a time of 
international turmoil, just 
after the Russian Revolution 
and the First World War. 

Great strikes had swept 
Britain and there had been 
insurrection in Ireland. 

New parties were being 
formed, old ones transformed, 
and hundreds of millions of 
workers across the globe were 
looking to socialist ideas. 

The Russian Revolution 
had showed the importance 
of independent revolutionary 
organisation, but such an 
organisation had to connect 
with the mass of workers 
outside its ranks. 


Original 

This was the Russian 
revolutionary Vladimir Lenin’s 
starting point when he argued 
that Communists in Britain 
should apply to affiliate to 
Labour. 

He argued that the “British 
Labour Party is in a very 
special position—it is a highly 
original type of party, or 
rather, it is not at all a party 
in the ordinary sense of the 
word.” 

Labour was then made up 
of various affiliated unions 
and socialist societies. 

Lenin argued to affiliate on 
the basis of being an openly 
revolutionary organisation. 

The Communists wouldn’t 
try to hide their programme— 
and they didn’t believe 
Labour could be transformed 
into a revolutionary party. 

In the era of tumult 
it seemed possible that 
affiliation might be possible, 
at least temporarily. 

This could help the 
Communists win over large 
numbers of Labour members 


to revolutionary ideas. 

After a sharp internal 
debate, the Communists 
followed Lenin’s plan and 
applied to affiliate with 
a letter that made clear 
they rejected “the ordinary 
methods of parliamentary 
democracy”. They were 
turned down. 

This wasn’t a shock, and 
Lenin had argued that it 
would be “a great victory 
for the communist and 
revolutionary working 
class movement in Britain,” 
if Labour expelled the 
Communist Party for “acting 
in a revolutionary manner”. 

It would show that Labour 
and its politics of working 
within the system were both 
non-revolutionary and a 
barrier to workers’ unity. 

At the same time 
Communist activists worked 
alongside Labour members 
to build the class struggle. 
They grew from around 2,000 
members in 1921 to 6,000 in 
1926. 

In two places Communists 
even got elected to parliament 
with local Labour support. 
Walton Newbold was elected 
in Motherwell while Shapurji 


In 1920 Labour 
was made up of 
various unions 
and socialist 
societies 


Saklatvala was elected in 
Battersea North on a Labour 
ticket—despite being an open 
Communist. 
Within a few years 
the Communist Party 
fell into relying on trade 
union officials and Labour 
politicians to change society. 
They had forgotten Lenin’s 
original argument. He argued 
that while Labour was “made 
up of workers, it is led by 
reactionaries, and the worst 
kind of reactionaries at that, 
who act quite in the spirit” of 
capitalism. 


Internal 

Today Labour doesn’t allow 
affiliation by independent 
organisations in the way that 
it used to. 

Revolutionaries entering 
the Labour Party have almost 
always become fixated on 
trying to transform Labour, 
focusing on internal battles 
inside the party rather than 
building class struggle. 

They can end up 
encouraging the idea that 
Labour is a vehicle for real 
change. 

But the principle of 
trying to relate to Labour 
members while building an 
independent revolutionary 
organisation is as relevant 
now as it was in 1920. 

Revoluti onaries have to 
find ways to defend Jeremy 
Corbyn against the right while 
pointing to an alternative to 
parliament based on struggle 
in the workplaces and on the 
streets. 

This is the second in a series 
of articles on socialists and the 


Labour Party.For the first go to 
bit.ly/2aghWoU 
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Sanders jeered for backing Clinton 


ws CHARLIE KIMBER 


BERNIE SANDERS has 
spent a year being cheered 
by hundreds of thousands 
of supporters across the US 
for calling for a “political 
revolution”. 

On Monday night his back- 
ers at the Democratic Party 
convention in Philadelphia 
erupted in jeers and boos 
when he told them to get 
behind Hillary Clinton. 

“Hillary Clinton will make 
an outstanding president and 
I am proud to stand with her 
here tonight,” Sanders said in 
his keynote speech. 

It did not come as a sur- 
prise—Sanders had always 
pledged to get behind who- 
ever had the most delegates. 

But it infuriated many 
people. Their anger was 
deepened by leaked emails 
which showed the Clinton 
campaign’s dirty tricks. 

One email shows top Dem- 
ocratic Party staff asking how 
they can make use of Sanders’ 
Jewish faith to weaken him. 

After Sanders’ speech, 
convention delegate Sarah 


Hernandez, told report- 
ers, “It’s not what a lot of us 
wanted to hear. 

“We wanted to hear him 
lay down the law, saying, 
‘This election was rigged 
from the start’. And for him 
to say how, if you compare 
the polls of him versus Trump 
compared to Hillary against 
Trump, he wins.” 

Earlier Sanders supporters 
marched through the streets 
chanting, “We want Bernie!” 
Delegates wore “Bernie or 
Bust” buttons. 


Switch 


Before his main convention 
speech, Sanders spoke to 
over 1,000 delegates who sup- 
ported him. The crowd rose 
angrily when he asked them 
to switch their allegiance to 
Clinton. 

“Brothers and sisters,” he 
said over their jeers, “this is 
the real world that we live in. 

“Trump is a bully and a 
demagogue.” People shouted 
back, “So is Hillary!” 

Sanders did not mention 
Clinton again. “As soon as 
he said back Clinton, every- 
one stopped listening,” said 


BERNIE SANDERS supporters in Philadelphia as the Democratic Party met 


protester Cindy Melchert. 

Melchert told the Reuters 
news agency she would not 
vote for Clinton in November 
under any circumstances. 

Fearing protests on the con- 
vention floor would embar- 
rass Clinton, Sanders’ cam- 
paign had emailed delegates, 
urging them to restrain them- 
selves. 


“Our credibility as a move- 
ment will be damaged by 
booing, turning of backs, 
walking out or other similar 
displays,” it read. 

But many ignored the 
appeal. Sanders won 13 mil- 
lion votes on the basis of 
rightly berating Clinton as 
the candidate of the rich and 
powerful. He should not have 


abandoned that stance. 
Clinton’s choice of Tim 
Kaine as her vice-presidential 
running mate is another sign 
of her right wing stance. 
Kaine is known best for his 
links to the military and the 
secret state. He sits on the US 
Senate’s foreign relations and 
armed services committees. 
He has aggressively supported 


the policies of war and assas- 
sination abroad promoted by 
Barack Obama—except when 
he has called for even more 
aggressive actions. 


Trump 

Many of Sanders’ support- 
ers will, in the end, vote for 
Clinton to keep out Donald 
Trump. Others are consider- 
ing a vote for the Green Par- 
ty’s Jill Stein. 

According to one poll, 
15 percent of Sanders sup- 
porters say they will vote for 
Trump. His fake anti-elitism 
and opposition to trade deals 
such as TTIP make him seem 
preferable to corporate Clin- 
ton. 

The crucial question is 
maintaining and deepening 
the struggles at the base of 
society. Strikes such as the 
one at Verizon, the Black 
Lives Matter movement and 
the fight for a $15 an hour 
minimum wage are what pro- 
duced the surge for Sanders in 
the first place. 

But those battles need a 
socialist political home, which 
they won’t find in the Demo- 
cratic Party. 
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KFC’s finger 
lickin’ 


lies 


exposed by 


its workers 


Fast food giant KFC claims it doesn’t 
use zero hours contracts in Britain. 
Alistair Farrow takes apart the spin 


KENTUCKY FRIED Chicken 
(KFC) claims that restaurant 
workers selling its foods are 
not employed on zero hours 
contracts. 

A Freuds PR company spokes- 
person told Socialist Worker, “Zero 
hours contracts have been com- 
pletely phased out and are not in 
use by corporate or franchisees.” 

A statement from KFC confirmed 
this. “Our people are at the heart 
of our business so we do not have 
zero-hour contracts in any KFC res- 
taurants in the UK,” it said. 

But it’s not true. At least one of its 
franchisees is employing workers on 
zero hours contracts. 

Alderforce North Ltd operates 
multiple KFC franchises. Socialist 
Worker has seen zero hours con- 
tracts, some from as recent as last 
month, which the company had 
issued. 

The contracts state, “You are 
not contracted to work a specific 
number of hours each week. Though 
we will work as closely as possible 
with you to match your ability to 
our business needs. 


Reserves 

“However, even if you work the 
same or similar shifts each week, 
the company reserves the right to 
amend this pattern in accordance 
with its business needs.” 

Alderforce North’s director Raja 
Adil is the director of over 15 other 
companies. 

At least two of them—Marsden’s 
Caterers of Sheffield Ltd and Marz 
Ltd—also operate KFC franchises. 

Documents seen by Socialist 
Worker suggest that these three 
companies operate over 
30 KFC outlets. 

One worker told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s the biggest franchise 
in the country. 

“They own stores in Wakefield, 
Hull and a couple in Scotland. It’s 
massive. 

“If KFC says they’re not using 
zero hours contracts, then why are 
they still using them? 

“We’re the working class, we’re 


BACK STORY 


A major KFC franchisee employs 
workers on zero hours contracts 
despite KFC’s claims to have 
“completely” phased them out, 
Socialist Worker reveals 


@Workers on zero hours 
contracts have no guaranteed 
hours from week to week 


@They have no guaranteed 
income and have to work when 
bosses call them, making it hard 
to plan their lives around work 
®Growing protests by fast food 
workers and others have called 
for the contracts to be scrapped 


the people that make this business. 
Without us, you’d literally have 
one person in a shop trying to sell 
chicken. 

“They wouldn’t have any income 
whatsoever without us so why are 
they allowed to treat us like that? 

“T think it’s a joke—these con- 
tracts shouldn’t even exist.” 


Brands 
Raja Adil and his brother 
Mohammed Adil are the director 
and secretary respectively of at least 
15 companies. Their businesses run 
franchises for other brands includ- 
ing a Best Western hotel. 

“They make millions and millions 
a year,” said the KFC worker. “He 
could just lose a million and pay 
people a quid extra an hour. 

“It’s just greed. These contracts 
were invented by greedy people.” 

“It’s an absolute joke. 
I’m in my _ twenties, 
I should have some security and be 
paying off my mortgage, but I can’t 
even get one because I’m on zero 
hours.” 


Socialist Worker 
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FAST FOOD workers in Glasgow march on a KFC earlier this year 
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Sports Direct and BHS scandals show 
how system puts profit before people 


TWO TOP bosses, Philip Green 
and Mike Ashley, have come under 
fire for the way they have treated 
workers at their stores. 

Investigations into the sale of 
bankrupt retailer BHS and working 
conditions at Sports Direct both 
delivered damning verdicts. 

Green sold BHS for £1 and 
Ashley is still CEO of Sports Direct. 
On Monday the parliamentary 

inquiry into BHS slammed Philip 
Green as the “unacceptable face of 
capitalism”. 

The phrase was first used by 
Tory prime minister Edward Heath 
to describe Lonrho boss Tiny 
Rowland in the 1970s. 

But capitalism has no acceptable 
face—it means wealth for a few 
and poverty for billions. 

The inquiry also found that 
“Philip Green has a moral duty to 
make a large compensation” to the 
BHS workers’ pensions fund. 

But why was Green allowed 
to raid it with impunity and, 
apparently, completely legally? 

The government’s Pension 
Protection Fund covers the 
shortfall but workers will lose 
10 percent on any amount it 
covers. 

Meanwhile Ashley is being 


shamed for working conditions 
at his Sports Direct stores and 
warehouses. 

A recent government report 
said, “Workers were being 
penalised for matters such as 
taking a short break to drink and 
for taking time off work when ill.” 

Ashley claimed that his business 
had grown so fast that he couldn’t 
keep track of what was going on 
in it. It’s almost unbelievable that 
the CEO of a company was not 
aware of working conditions at 


_ t == 
Unite union supporters protesting outside a Sports Direct 
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the company’s main distribution 
centre. 

These bosses are presented 
as exceptional—but this is just 
business as usual for capitalism. 

The Business, Innovation and 
Skills committee chair, Ian Wright, 
said that the Sports Direct treats 
“workers as commodities rather 
human beings”. 

This is not unique to one 
company. It’s the product of the 
system we live under—and need to 
get rid of. 
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Union delivers red 


letter to privatisers 
THE CWU postal workers’ 
union delivered a giant 
postcard to the Department 
for Business, Energy and 
ndustrial Strategy last Friday. 

They were demanding an 
end to Tory plans to privatise 
Crown Post offices. The 
postcard had travelled across 
Britain, starting in Edinburgh 
last Monday. It stopped off in 
he North West, the Midlands, 
Wales and Bristol. 


Anti-fascists plan 
counter-protests 


ANTI-FASCISTS are 
preparing to protest against 
the Nazi South East Alliance 
in London this Friday. 

The counter-protest, called 
by Unite Against Fascism, 
assembles at Downing Street 
at 5pm. 
@Go to Demonstrate! No to the 
Nazi South East Alliance march 
in London on Facebook 


@ Anti-racists will protest 
against Britain First in 
Coventry this Saturday 

@Go to Unite Against Fascism 
- Stop Britain First - Coventry 
on Facebook 


Teaching assistants 
protest in Durham 


HUNDREDS OF teaching 
assistants (TAs) protested in 
Durham outside the county 
council headquarters last 
Thursday. 

They are fighting a massive 
attack on their pay by the 
Labour-run council. 

The council ended an 
official consultation last week. 
Many TAs are pushing for 
their Unison union to ballot for 

strikes early in the new term. 


North Lanarkshire 
vote for action 


GMB UNION members 

in North Lanarkshire 
council’s regeneration and 
environmental services 
department have voted to be 
balloted for industrial action 
against cuts. 

In a consultative ballot 
workers voted by 96 percent 
in favour of action on an 
86 percent turnout for an 
overtime ban and work to rule. 


Bakery bosses plan 
to slash 53 jobs 


ALLIED BAKERIES is planning 
to close its Chester Road 
distribution centre in Saltney 
in Cheshire. This would cut 
some 53 jobs. 

The company, which owns 
the Kingsmill and Allinson 
brands, is in talks with the 
Bfawu trade union. 


Eurostar managers 
ballot for strikes 


EUROSTAR TRAIN managers 
working out of St Pancras 
station in central London are 
being balloted for strikes. 

The TSSA union members 
are fighting plans to change 
their shift patterns. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


A HEALTH worker brings solidarity to the demonstration 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


London Met workers 
vote on defending jobs 


Y SADIE ROBINSON 


UCU UNION members 

at London Metropolitan 
University are holding an 
indicative ballot for strikes 
against mass job cuts. 

Bosses have announced 
plans for 395 redundancies— 
and have imposed compulsory 
redundancy on two leading 
union reps, Mark Campbell 
and David Hardman. 

The ballot also asks if 
workers would call on the 
union to begin a boycott— 
“greylisting”— of the university 
if bosses don’t back down. 


Protest 

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
sent a message of support to 
a protest and rally held at 
London Met against the cuts 
last Saturday. 

He said, “I am particularly 
concerned that two union 
representatives have been 
selected for compulsory 
redundancy.” 

Corbyn said the attacks 
are part of a bigger agenda 


of privatisation in higher 
education. Protesters agreed. 

Eamonn Leddy, UCU branch 
secretary at City and Islington 
College in north London, said 
there is a “desperate situation” 
in higher education. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“They will probably try and 
privatise London Met and some 
people made redundant may be 
reemployed on worse contracts. 
“London Met is a test case. 
Everyone is watching to see 
what happens.” 

Bosses recently appointed 
Mark Russell Anderson as the 
university’s chair of governors. 

Anderson worked for 
Pearson, the biggest private 
education company in the 
world. 

Richard Payne has worked 
at London Met for 12 years. 
He told Socialist Worker, 

“You can’t help but draw 
the conclusion that Pearson 
is waiting in the wings to 
privatise London Met.” 

London Met is at the sharp 
end of a much bigger assault. 

Workers there should 
expect the full support of 


their national union. But UCU 
general secretary Sally Hunt 
did not attend last Saturday’s 
protest. 

Workers have called on 
her to personally intervene in 
the dispute and to make it a 
national issue. 


Bigger 

There is potential to resist. 
Richard said, “We had bigger 
union meetings than usual 
last week. New faces arrived, 
wanting to know what’s going 
on.” 

Mark Campbell told 
Socialist Worker, “If people 
vote yes in the indicative 
ballot, we can initiate a ballot 
at the beginning of September. 

“That would allow us to 
strike later that month.” 

London Met UCU member 
Christina Paine added, “The 
biggest problem is getting 
people to feel they can act. 
There is a culture of fear. 

“Our priority is to get the 
word out about the ballot and 
make sure people vote.” 

@For updates go to 
uculondonmet.wordpress.com 


OBITUARY 


Bartley Willcock 
1934-2016 


BARTLEY WILLCOCK, who 
died last week, was a much 
valued comrade. He brought 
tremendous energy, humour 
and determination to the 
struggle for a better world. 
Workers, socialists and 
campaigners will remember 
Bartley as the ever-present 
representative of the 
Manchester pensioners’ 
movement. He was a leading 
figure in Manchester TUC 
pensioners’ association. 
Bartley came to every 
picket line, anti-racist protest 
and battle against cuts and 
austerity. He was particularly 
active in the campaign to 


Bartley Willcock 


defend victimised health 
worker Karen Reissmann in 
the 2000s. 

He was a staunch defender 
of the NHS, frequently telling 
people of what it was like 
before the NHS was set up 

Bartley led an immensely 
rich life. He did national 


service in the army during 
the 1950s and then worked in 
the copper industry, where he 
was a union shop steward. 

He then worked in the 
engineering industry and 
in Manchester University’s 
chemistry department. 

Bartley loved the cinema 
and talking about films, both 
old and new. 

Bartley joined the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) in 1991 
and was a member for nearly 
25 years before parting from 
the organisation in 2014. 

He was a strong voice 
against oppression and 
exploitation. Condolences 
from all of us to his friends 
and comrades. 

Martin Empson for 
Manchester SWP 


CLEANERS 


Strike at tax offices warns 
bosses to clean up their act 


CLEANERS AT HM Revenue 
and Customs (HMRC) 
offices in Liverpool and 
Bootle struck on Monday 
and Tuesday of this week 
against attacks on pay and 
conditions. 

Bosses at outsourcer ISS 
cut the cleaners’ hours in 
response to the minimum 
wage being increased to the 
Tories “living wage” rate of 
£7.20 an hour. 

The workers are in the 
PCS union. 

Martin Kelsey is PCS 
group secretary at HMRC. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


He said, “Despite making 
hundreds of millions of 
pounds ISS is holding back 
from the lowest paid workers 
even the most meagre 
benefits ofthe government’s 
new minimum rates of pay.” 

The strike was set to be 
followed by an overtime ban 
and a work to rule. 

And the PCS has warned 
that it could escalate action 
if bosses don’t back down. 
@ Send messages of support 
to NWRC@pcs.org.uk. Donate 
to the strike fund at 
bit.ly/29UIrzk 


Bromley march takes road 


A 400-STRONG march of 
council workers and their 
supporters defied cops in 
Bromley, south east London, 
last Saturday by taking the 
road and blocking traffic. 

The march followed a 
week of strikes against 
the Tory council pushing 
through mass privatisation 
and budget cuts. 

Council bosses are also 
victimising Unite union 


branch secretary Kath Smith. 


Unite general secretary 
Len McCluskey told 
marchers, “We’re here 
to make it clear that 
we will defend our 
services and our rep.” 

Library workers held 
an eight-day strike. 

Christina, a librarian, told 
Socialist Worker, “Even after 
a year we still get a lot of 
really positive support from 


people who use the libraries. 


“They know what 
they have to lose.” 

Unite members struck 
across the whole council on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Striker Gill told Socialist 


Worker the council’s 
privatisation plan “makes 
no financial sense for the 
residents and is done at 
the cost of loyal staff.” 

“Breaking up council 
services is a huge 
mistake,” she said. 

The Department for 
Education could take over 
the council’s children 
services for failing— 
but its cuts will make 
the situation worse. 

Karen, a school nurse, 
told Socialist Worker, 
“We’re just working a year’s 
notice before the service 
is decommissioned. 

“After that there’ll be no 
school nurses in Bromley 
and they'll have to try 
and rebuild children’s 
services without us.” 

Library campaigns from 
other London boroughs 
joined the march. 

They included striking 
Unite members from 
neighbouring Greenwich and 
Unison union members from 
Barnet in north London. 
Thanks to Nathan Pettefar 


Activists plan next moves 


HOUSING campaigners 
debated how to fight the 
Housing and Planning Act at 
the Defend Council Housing 
campaign’s national meeting 
last Saturday. 

The Act's “Pay to Stay” 
part links council tenants’ 
rents to private market rents 
if they earn over £40,000. 
But MPs will have to debate 


this again because it requires 
secondary legislation. 
Activist Glyn Robbins said, 
“We're going to be ready 
for it with another wave of 
campaigning.” 
They plan to protest 
at the Department for 
Local Government and 
Communities on Wednesday 
10 August. 
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Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 


BUS WORKERS 


Weymouth strikers speak 


out over lies and bullying 


2 DAVE SEWELL 


AFTER MORE than six weeks of pay 
strikes bus drivers in Weymouth, 
Dorset, were set for talks with bosses 
as Socialist Worker went to press. 

Strikers are furious that manag- 
ers have written to several workers, 
who are on sick leave, threatening to 
remove their sick pay. 

One of these was Mac Patterson, 
who received his letter on his first day 
after a 17-day hospital stay to remove 
cancerous lymph nodes. 

One driver told Socialist Worker, 
“The feeling among workers is really 
strong and the recent threats only 
made people angrier. 

“It might be acceptable legally but 
it’s not acceptable morally.” 

He accused bosses of being “petty”. 
They have also forced workers to stop 
paying their union subs as part of 
“check off’ from their weekly wage. 

Instead they must go to monthly 
direct debit, which the low-paid 
workers fear could leave them short 
of cash. 


Depots 

But the strike is unbroken. The driver 
continued, “They say they are run- 
ning 90 percent of services but we 
know that’s not true. 

“They’re having to pay drivers to 
come from other depots on £23 an 
hour for a guaranteed 13 hours a day 
even if they don’t end up driving that 
long. 

“They give them three meals a 
day and put them up in top hotels. 
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THE LETTER sent to some workers on sick leave 


So they’re having to spend a lot of 
money they could have just given us.” 

The Unite union members are the 
poorest paid in First Group. 

Bosses claim that strikers are 
returning to work, but pickets report 
the reverse. 

One member of the RMT union, 
a minority in the workforce, joined 
Unite to take part in the strike. 


Workers are considering a second 
ballot to allow them to continue 
striking after the 12-week deadline 
covered by the current ballot. 

Some £10,000 in solidarity dona- 
tions has made them feel stronger. 
The driver said, “It has been mas- 
sive, with donations coming in from 
everywhere. 

“It means that when people need 


the money—and we’re so low paid 
most do—they can top up the strike 
pay and hardship fund from the 
union.” 

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn per- 
sonally gave strikers £10 when they 
met him at the Tolpuddle Festival this 
month. “That was really nice of him— 
he’s 100 percent on our side,” said the 
driver. 

Workers need support in their 
battle against low-paying bosses. 
Thanks to Tim Nicholls 
@Send messages of support via 
Dorchester, Weymouth and Portland 
Trades Union Council, to timtucouncil@ 
talktalk.net. Send cheques payable to 
Unite branch SW/8161 to Unite union, 
Bournemouth, 238 Holdenhurst Rd, 
Bournemouth 


HTHE UNITE union called off 

a planned all-out strike by bus 
workers at First’s Leeds operation. 
It was set to begin on Tuesday. 

Unite said it would ballot workers 
on a “much improved” pay offer. 

A ballot ends on 11 August. 
Details of the deal were unclear as 
Socialist Worker went to press. 

But Unite regional officer Phil 
Bown believes it “offers an excellent 
opportunity to resolve the dispute”. 

However, the union branch 
secretary has been dismissed 
and this remains unresolved. 

Unite said it was waiting 
for an appeal hearing. 

There should be no resolution of 
the dispute until a decent pay deal is 
achieved and everyone, including the 
branch secretary, is fully reinstated. 


TRANSPORT 


Protesters in Penistone 
march against bus cuts 


Getting rid of guards 


TRAINS 
Guards at Scotrail strike to protect safety 


service to try and quell fury at 


OVER 70 people, mainly 
pensioners, marched noisily 
through the Pennine market 
town of Penistone last 
Thursday. 

They waved placards and 
chanted, “Barnsley Council 
hear us say—Penistone 
buses here to stay.” 

The protest was clearly 
popular with Stagecoach 
drivers on local buses 
passing through Penistone. 

The march followed a 
packed, angry meeting 
called by the Freedom 
Riders, a pensioners’ 
campaign group. 

The group was formed 
to win back free local train 
travel for older people 
and defend travel rights 
generally. 

The Labour-controlled 


South Yorkshire Passenger 
Transport Executive 
(SYPTE) plans to axe 
several villages’ bus 
services altogether. 

Others would be 
drastically cut back. 

Penistone’s direct bus 
to Barnsley Hospital is 
scheduled to go. 

Penistone Labour Party 
member Alex Simon told 
the meeting, “I take my hat 
off to the Freedom Riders. 

“We all need a bit of their 
fighting spirit.” 

A woman from Crane 
Moor told Socialist Worker, 
“If the SYPTE get their way 
there will be no more buses 
through my village. 

“What use will my bus 
pass be then?” 

Dave Gibson 


oe RAYMIE KIERNAN 


TRAIN GUARDS in Scotland 
struck for the twelfth time last 
Sunday in their dispute with 
bosses at Abellio Scotrail over 
driver only operation (DOO). 

The RMT union members 
were set to strike again this 
Sunday. 

They are increasingly 
at odds with the Scottish 
government that awarded 
Abellio the contract and which 
has done nothing to intervene. 

The media paints disputes 
over DOO as being about 
guards wanting to open and 
close train doors. 

This masks the fact that 
guards are trained to be 
responsible for over 35 areas 
of safety. 

DOO would downgrade 
their safety critical role. 


undermines safety, but is worth 
hundreds of millions to train 
operators in the long term. 

That’s why one Department 
for Transport (DfT) official was 
so keen on a “punch up” with 
unions in the south east. 

The official, Peter 
Wilkinson, owns a firm 
that exists “to promote the 
formation of private sector 
companies operating in the UK 
rail sector”. 

With officials like Wilkinson 
it’s easy to understand why the 
DfT is happy to keep shovelling 
millions in public money to 
failing rail firms. 

Govia Thameslink Railway 
(GTR), a consortium led by Go 
Ahead Group, runs Southern 
and other rail operations. 

It is paid a fixed fee by the 
DfT. Southern cut 350 trains a 
day recently from its advertised 


its woeful service. But it still 
can’t make the fewer trains it 
operates run on time. 

Train operations in Britain 
should be renationalised. 


EAST COAST 


SOME 2,000 RMT union 
members on Virgin Trains 
East Coast (VTEC) are 
balloting for action over 
a threat to jobs, working 
conditions and safety. 
VTEC is run by Virgin 
and Stagecoach. The union 
says the firms want to hack 
away at workers’ terms 
and conditions, and refuse 
to give assurances on 
protecting pay rates, staffing 
levels, safety and sticking 
to existing agreements. 
The ballot runs 
until 9 August. 
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Walkouts can 
defeat Hunt 


A BRITISH Medical 
Association (BMA) survey 
of junior doctors closed on 
Monday. 

It came after junior 
doctors rejected a shoddy 
deal the BMA had cobbled 
together with Tory health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt. 

The survey gave junior 
doctors options on what 
action to take next in their 
fight against dangerous new 
contracts. 

Just before the survey 


Picture: RHETTA Moran 


——— 


On strike in Manchester 


closed, junior doctors’ 
committee (JDC) members 
were warning of a low 
turnout. 

This must not be used by 
the right of the BMA to back 
off from calling more action. 

Junior doctors rejected 
Hunt’s deal by 58 percent on 
a 68 percent turnout. 

This is despite the lack of 
an organised campaign for 
rejection and the fact that 
former JDC chair Johann 
Malawana backed it. 

This is a clear mandate for 
further action. 

The BMA should 
immediately call more strikes 
to force Hunt to dump the 
contract before it is imposed 
from next month. 

Tomas Tengely-Evans 


Station stays 
but at a price 


A CAMPAIGN to stop staffing 
at a Lincoln fire station from 
being drastically reduced 
seems to have been defeated. 

Lincolnshire County Council 
had planned to close the 
Lincoln South fire station 
during nights, with firefighters 
only available on call. 

The fire station will now be 
kept open 24 hours a day after 
the council accepted a proposal 
from the FBU union. 

But some 12 jobs will 
be lost across Lincolnshire 
through a process of “managed 
retirement” as part of the deal. 

Bosses are set to cut more 
than £1 million from the local 
fire brigade’s budget. 

Unions shouldn’t give away 
jobs to get concessions from 
bosses. Strikes can defend the 
fire service—and jobs. 

Nick Clark 
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LABOUR RIGHT 


CAN BE BEATEN 


by NICK CLARK 


JEREMY CORBYN’S cam- 
paign to be re-elected 
leader of the Labour Party 
kicked off with two big ral- 
lies last week. 

The largest saw as many as 
1,800 people fill the Lowry 
theatre in Salford, Greater 
Manchester, last Saturday. 

The size of the rally 
reflected the huge support 
Corbyn has among Labour 
members and supporters. 

Corbyn said mobilising 
that support was the key 
to winning Labour’s leader- 
ship election—and winning 
change. 


Elected 


Corbyn pointed out that 
Labour’s membership had 
grown to around 540,000 
since he was first elected as 
leader last September. 

“We are a social move- 
ment,” he said. “We have 
become a mass party, a mass 
organisation. 

“Our party is chang- 
ing—politics is changing. It 
needed to change.” 

He told supporters, “You 
are that change. You are 


JEREMY CORBYN (above) 
addressing hundreds of 
supporters (right) at a 
meeting in London on 
Wednesday of last week 
Pictures: Socialist WorKER 


the ones that will change 
politics.” 

It followed a similar rally 
of at least 200 in central 
London last Wednesday, 
where Corbyn made a sur- 
prise appearance. 

The mood at the rallies 
reflected the optimism many 
Corbyn supporters have 
about winning the leader- 
ship election. And they were 
a reminder of why so many 
people supported Corbyn. 

Robert Meyersm, who 


was at the London rally, told 
Socialist Worker, “I’ve only 
recently joined Labour. 

“It seems like this is a cru- 
cial moment to not just vote 
for a party but to vote for 
policies.” 

Student Elena 
Christodoulou said, “It’s 
important for younger 
people to get involved. 
Cobryn’s campaigning for 
things that will benefit us.” 

But there was also anger 
that Labour MPs are trying 


to drag the party back to the 
right. 

Many were furious that a 
number of MPs had accused 
Corbyn supporters of bully- 
ing (see below). 

Corbyn-supporting MP 
Richard Burgon condemned 
the attacks on Labour mem- 
bers. He said, “I cannot stand 
by and see every one of you 
portrayed as thugs, bullies or 
misogynists.” 

Elena was frustrated that 
local Labour Party meetings 


had been suspended during 
the campaign. 

She said, “I’ve been trying 
to get involved with my 
Constituency Labour Party. 
That’s more difficult now 
that they’ve banned branch 
meetings.” 

And Camilla, a north 
London housing campaigner, 
was angry at the £25 fee 
that new Labour members 
and supporters had to pay 
to vote. 

She said, “I think it’s 


disgusting that we’ve had to 
pay £25. [had to re-organise 
my finances for this month 
to vote for Jeremy Corbyn. 
It’s even worse that some 
Labour Party members can’t 
vote.” 

Corbyn’s enemies say 
Labour can’t win elections 
under his leadership. But 
Labour increased its vote 
share in 11 out of 12 council 
by-elections last week. 


Winning 

Corbyn argued that building 
Labour as a social move- 
ment was key to winning 
elections. 

He said, “We will only win 
the next election because we 
are a movement of people 
all around the country who 
want to see a different world. 

“Change comes because 
people want that change to 
come.” 

Channelling Corbyn’s sup- 
port into movements against 
austerity and racism can 
defeat the Labour right—and 
the Tories. 


I) More online 


+ More on the Salford rally at 
bit.ly/29X3k9h 


Smith’s supporters use smears and fake leftism to undermine Corbyn 


LABOUR MP Owen 

Smith became the only 
challenger to Jeremy 
Corbyn after Angela Eagle 
dropped out of the race 
last Tuesday. 

Smith eventually won 
the backing of 162 Labour 
MPs and ten Labour MEPs 
who saw him as a “unity” 
candidate capable of 
taking on Corbyn. 

Smith has tacked 
left with a series of 
“radical and credible” 
election pledges, such 
as renationalising 
the railways and 
reintroducing the 50p tax 
rate for the rich. 

Labour MPs’ support 
for Smith’s plan shows 
they have been forced 


Smith “will bow to no one” except his former bankrollers Pfizer 


to accommodate to the 
membership, which 
overwhelmingly backs 
Corbyn. 

But Smith has also 
attacked Corbyn’s left 
wing politics as “just hot 
air” on the basis that 
he could supposedly 
never lead Labour to an 
election victory. 


Radical 


Smith claimed, “In me 
you have someone just as 
radical as Jeremy. I will 
bow to no one in terms 
of my socialist belief. My 
heroes are Nye Bevan and 
Keir Hardie, great Labour 
titans.” 

Smith also compared 
Corbyn to notorious 


Sports Direct boss Mike 
Ashley last Friday. A 
Commons committee 
report released the 
same day found Sports 
Direct workers suffered 
“appalling” conditions 
(see page 17). 

Smith ludicrously 
suggested that Corbyn 
treated his MPs in the 
same way that Ashley 
treats his workers. 

In the same week 
a number of Labour’s 
female MPs wrote a letter 
to Corbyn highlighting 
sexist abuse they had 
received. 

They pinned the blame 
on Corbyn supporters and 
insinuated that Corbyn 
had turned a blind eye. 
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The letter also called 
on Corbyn to condemn 
“campaigning outside 
MPs offices, surgeries 
etc.” 


Bizarre 
More bizarre attacks 
on Corbyn included 
allegations that he had 
threatened to ring an 
MP’s dad to complain, 
and that one of his aides 
had walked into another 
MP’s office. 

The plan is to 
sap away wavering 
Corbyn supporters by 
undermining him while 
talking left. But the 
size of Corbyn’s rallies 
suggests that plan is 
doomed to fail. 


